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German company Hettich recently donated two EBA 20 centrifuges to the Wits Bone Research Unit to be used 
in the first human histological study in South Africa of bone derived from PRF (platelet rich fibrin).

Participants in this study have tooth 
extraction sockets grafted with the 
platelet aggregate obtained by using 
the EBA 20 centrifuge machine, and 
after a period of healing, a biopsy  
will allow the Wits Bone Research Unit 
to histologically measure and asses 
the newly healed bone. The technique 
was first proposed by French physician, 
Dr Joseph Choukroun, and the study 
is a first for South Africa. Deborah 
Shaw from Labotec caught up with 
Dr Jonathan Du Toit from the Bone 
Research Unit to learn more of the 

developments of this unique study.  
Dr Du Toit, a postgraduate at the 

University of the Witwatersrand’s 
School of Oral Health Sciences, 
and who is doing research in the 
Wits Bone Research Unit under the 
world-renowned Prof Ugo Ripamonti, 
is accompanied by a team of six 
specialists; two maxillofacial and oral 
surgeons, and four periodontists. 
The EBA 20 centrifuges are key to  
Dr Choukroun’s original PRF protocol. 

The research study with the 
support from Hettich and Labotec 

will hopefully provide sound 
evidence-based science behind  
the PRF protocol in grafting patients. 
The study according to Dr Du Toit 
is a triumph: being a human study, 
having participants act as their own 
controls to rule out bias, and having a 
world class bone research laboratory 
to evaluate the PRF-derived bone. 
This will definitively answer the 
questions behind this technique.
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The Sartorius Cubis balance together with the Pipette Tracker Software was installed by Labotec at the 
South African National Control Laboratory for Biological Products (NCL) at the University of the Free State.  
The aim of the new system is to make the performance of calibration-checks of pipettes more manageable 
and minimize paperwork.The NCL performs testing, evaluation and release of all batches of vaccines for 
human use in South Africa, and is the only vaccine testing laboratory of the Medicines Control Council in the 
country accredited to do vaccine testing for the World Health Organization. 

The NCL ensures that South Africa 
receives high quality and safe vaccines, 
making it imperative that pipettes 
used in the process are repetitive 
and accurate. Marlena Visagie, QA 
Manager at NCL explains, “The 
new Cubis balance and Pipette 
tracker software system calibrates 
pipettes used for vaccine testing.  

At the NCL we have about 50 pipettes 
to peform calibration-checks on. This 
is performed on a 6 monthly basis.   
The calibration–check system currently 
in-use was time consuming; the 
process was manual and accompanied 
by a lot of paperwork”.  She added 
that, “this system will allow us to 
perform pipetting repetitions faster 

…Continued on p3    

FIRST HUMAN PRF (PLATELET RICH FIBRIN) 
HISTOLOGICAL STUDY IN SA 

Winter Edition 2014

and generate electronic reports 
automatically.  It also will allow for a 
quality assurance trail that is stored 
electronically”.

AUTOMATED PIPETTE CALIBRATION
FOR VACCINE TESTS

WINNING
PRODUCT
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IMMERSION COOLERS CONTROL 
TEMPERATURE FOR CORROSION TESTS

Ryno van der Merwe, a Metallurgist in the division, 
required a separate cooling device while testing the 
corrosion rates of various steels and metallic alloys 
in hydrofluoric acid. The study aims to define the 
corrosion characteristics of these metals under a 
variety of conditions. The influence of temperature 
on corrosion rates is one major factor and the 
corrosion data from the study will assist in future 
material selection of critical plant components.  
Instead of acquiring a completely new system for 
this project, immersion coolers were added to their 
existing baths at a fraction of the cost. 

To conduct the experiments, two temperature 
probes are being used to regulate and control fluid 
temperature. The first probe leads from the Julabo 
immersion cooler situated on the outside of the 
fume hood to the existing water bath which is 
situated inside, while an internal PT temperature 
probe is fitted inside the water bath.  A customised 
protective lid also fits over the water bath which 

GRASSLAND SOCIETY OF 
SOUTHERN AFICA (GSSA)

The GSSA is a dynamic forum for scientists 
and practitioners in rangeland ecology 
and pasture management.  Members are 
active in a range of applied fields such as 
livestock production, wildlife management, 
nature conservation, water catchment 
management, rangeland rehabilitation 
and socio-economic aspects of rangeland 
management. 

The Society publishes the African Journal of 
Range and Forage Science, a quarterly bulletin 
and Grassroots, the Newsletter of the GSSA.  
Grassroots is available to download on the 
GSSA website (www.grassland.org.za).

Picture Credit: Jason Poole, Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Drexel University

Paleontologists have assembled a 
complete humerus bone from two halves 
discovered 163 years apart, from the sea 
turtle Atlantochelys mortoni. Two surprising 
wisdoms emerge; how long fossils can 
survive exposed to surface conditions 
needs revision, and the animal's overall size, 
about 10 feet from tip to tail, making it one 
of the largest sea turtles ever known. 

THE LARGEST SEA 
TURTLE EVER

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR 

A novel set-up using immersion coolers from Julabo to regulate temperature in a closed bath is 
being used for corrosion related experiments at the Nuclear Materials Section within the Applied 
Chemistry division at Necsa (South African Nuclear Energy Corporation).

Metallurgist Ryno van der Merwe,  with the Julabo immersion cooler, model FT402 

serves to shield all components above water level.
The Julabo immersion cooler, model FT402 is 

used to rapidly countercool between the ranges 
of -40°C to 30°C with a temperature stability of 
0.5°C. This reading is clearly digitally displayed 
on the screen of the unit.  To ensure no freezing 
takes place below ambient temperatures, Julabo 
thermal bath fluids are used inside the waterbath 
to give the best results in terms of viscosity, 
heat conductivity and stability. The FT402 unit  
saves water as no tap water is required for cooling, 
and it can be used as a substitute for dry ice.  
This small footprinted compact unit is user-friendly  
to operate, and gives added peace of mind whilst the 
experiment is running at the required temperature 
specifications in a controlled environment for the 
duration of each corrosion experiment conducted.

Delegates attending the 48th annual GSSA 
congress hosted in Modimolle, Limpopo 
Province during 2013.
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Sartorius Cubis balances are designed 
for individual integration into a specific 
application, and together with the 
Tracker Software, the system is able to 
schedule calibrations, automate data 
collections during calibration, perform 
all calculations and corrections as well 
as produce reports.  It is suitable for 
single and multi-channel pipettes and 
liquid dispensers of fixed or variable 
volume, volumetric glassware and 
other devices that require calibration 
checks on a regular basis.  In fact 
this very feature and its suitability 
for such a wide range of dispensers 
was an important consideration for 
NCL.  “The pipette Tracker Software 

has a selection of 1100 pipettes to 
choose from, commented Marlena 
Visagie. In addition, she added 
that, “data can be transferred via 
interface to a computer and reports 
can be generated immediately.  The 
Cubis MSU225S – 100DU model the 
NCL chose to use allows automatic  
levelling and environmental self-
adjustments”. The Cubis system  
meets GLP and ISO requirements and will  
enable any company to meet their 
accreditation requirements, and 
at the same time allow for custom  
protocols based on internal SOPs to 
be configured, saved and used at 
run-time.  To ensure that the staff at 

NCL are well equipped to manage 
the system, Labotec provided on-site 
training.

The NCL was established in 1998 
at the University of the Free State 
through a tender from the National 
Department of Health. It functions 
as the Biological test laboratory 
of the Medicines Control Council.  
The mission of the NCL is to ensure 
that all human vaccines used in the 
country are safe, efficacious and of 
a high standard. Biological products 
are different from pharmaceutical 
products, in that the raw materials  
used in the manufacturing of 
the vaccine have inherent built-
in variability. Each lot of vaccine 
manufactured is subjected to  
quality control. This ensures the 
vaccines are manufactured according 
to the required pre-requisites and 
specifications of registration before 
it can be placed on the market, and 
a release certificate issued for use.

SWIFT’S DUCTLESS REMOVAL OF 
CHEMICALS & FUMES

The installation of the Erlab CaptairFlex ductless fume 
hoods is designed to protect users during applications 
that emit vapors and/or chemical particles and offers 
a level of performance.  This is helping to ensure that 
the lab personnel benefit from safety as well as an 
environmentally-friendly energy saving alternative 
to the costly traditional ducted fume hood systems.

According to Senior Analyst and Project Leader, 
Michael Ndlovu, “Erlab’s CaptairFlex fume hoods are 
extremely effective while handling any hazardous 
chemicals and/or sensitive food and beverage 
products while performing the range of analyses 
and tests we offer, and at the same time keeping 
the sample and lab personnel safe from any toxic 
chemicals used during their procedures”.  

The Captair units can be moved anywhere they 
are required to be in the laboratory, and can be 
re-assembled in 30 minutes.  Since they are ductless, no 
air-conditioned air is exhausted outside which saves 

Last year Swift Silliker announced the launch 
of their brand new state-of-the-art Chemistry 
laboratory with 350m2 of extra floor space adjacent 
to their premises in Midrand.  The project utilized 
the best laboratory lay-outs, methodologies and 
equipment specifications with expertise from an 
extended multi-national team of experts from the 
Silliker global network.  As part of the project, 
four Captair Flex ductless fume hoods supplied 
by Labotec were installed.  

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

LITTLE FOOT OLDER 
THAN PREVIOUSLY 
THOUGHT
After 13 years of meticulous 
excavation of the nearly 
complete skeleton of the 
Australopithecus fossil named 
Little Foot, South African and 
French scientists have now 
convincingly shown that it is 
probably around 3 million  
years old. 

NEWTON'S 
GRAVITATIONAL 
CONSTANT 
UNCHANGED

Australian astronomers have 
combined all observations 
of supernovae ever made to 
determine that the strength 
of gravity has remained 
unchanged over the last nine 
billion years.

energy and protects the environment from fumes.  The handled 
chemicals are instead efficiently retained in the filters. An option 
exits for installing two molecular filters that automatically revolve 
when the lower filter becomes saturated and needs replacement.  
In addition, the flexible patented modular filtration columns can 
be stacked vertically for adaption to various applications. 

Swift Silliker selected the XLS714 model, which has a length 
of 1800mm and is fitted with glass sides for easy viewing at a 
glance from any angle in the laboratory.  

CONTACT: ASHMITA  RAJKUMAR

MOM KNOWS BEST 
- VERVET MONKEY 
STUDY
The question that scientists 
studying the vervets in South 
Africa wanted to answer was 
this: Whom do the young 
monkeys watch? Whom do 
they learn from? They found 
that the young mostly copied 
their mothers, which fits with 
the structure of vervet society, 
chimpanzees and other 
primates.

AUTOMATED PIPETTE CALIBRATION
FOR VACCINE TESTS...Continued from p1



N
EW

 P
RO

D
U

C
TS

444

AUTOMATE  
HAND PIPETTING    

Integra announces the Viaflo Assist - an innovative new device that, in 
combination with a Viaflo II electronic handheld pipette, enables the pipette’s  
protocols to be performed automatically.

POPULAR  
FRIDGES

Labotec’s own range of laboratory 
fridges called Labocool has been 
growing in popularity since they 
were launched in 2011. 

This freshly branded and attractive 
range is available in three sizes to  
suit different lab refrigeration 
requirements, and has been packed 
with features and quality components 
to ensure smooth running for years 
of dependable service.  

The Labocool fridges have an 
operating range from +1°C to +8°C.  
They are manufactured in accordance 
with ISO 9001 (Quality management 
systems certified) and ISO 14001 
(Environmental  Management  
system compliant) and come with a 
two year warranty for added peace 
of mind.  The range is ideally suited 
for general storage and typically 
can be used for reagents and kits, 
whole blood chromatography 
apparatus, test samples, biological 
culture media, patient medication, 
vaccines and more. The glass door 
is double tempered for safety, 
and the magnetic door gasket  
promotes stable temperature  
within the cabinet.  

Shelving is adjustable so it can 
be moved around for optimal 

usage of the cabinets’ capacity.   
The shelves are also plastic coated 
to ensure that they stay hygienic 
and rust-free.  An automatic defrost 
minimises any trace amounts of frost 
build-up. Other optional components 
that can be fitted on request are 
a lock, digital thermometer and 
electronic voltage protection.

HIGH QUALITY 
FROZEN SECTION

Thermo Scientific has released 
the CryoStar NX50, a new manual 
cryostat that offers scientists 
improved functionality and 
ergonomics to ensure efficient 
high quality frozen sectioning. 

Sectioning temperature is critical 
in generating a good quality fresh 
frozen tissue section.  The Thermo 
Scientific Cryostar NX50 is an innovative 
cryostat incorporating knife cooling 
and adjustable specimen head 
temperature for rapid adjustment to 
meet the temperature requirements for  
each specimen. 

“Pathologists rely on quick 
turnaround time and excellent 
sectioning quality from their cryostat,” 
said Richard Vernon, Commercial 
Product Manager, Thermo Fisher 
Scientific. “Our Cryostar NX50 gives 
them the functionality and control 
to achieve diagnosis rapidly”.

FREEZING TO -86°C 
 

These uprights are available in 
single or double door styles and  
multiple capacities ranging from 13.0 
to 28 cu.ft.   

The freezers combine engin-
eering expertise, safe storage 
and temperature stability with a 
contemporary style focussed on 
functionality, convenience and  
ease of use. The refrigeration system  
has improved temperature control for  
more consistent temperature cycling 
and an increased reserve BTUH 
capacity.  

A triple-point silicone gasket ensures 
a snug seal, and automatic voltage 
compensator helps towards longer 
compressor life. These technology 
changes have resulted in a more 
balanced, energy efficient refrigerant 
flow, improved product protection 
and temperature recovery times, and 
increased heat removal per kilowatt of 
energy used, and in the long term – 
cost benefits to clients.

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

CONTACT:  EILEEN FOUCHE

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

CONTACT: KIRSTY COLLARD

Thermo Scientific’s Forma ultra-low upright 900 Series are constructed 
and stress tested to meet a wide variety of biological, pharmaceutical, 
clinical and industrial applications.

CONTACT:  ATHISHA SINGH

This unique new product from  
Integra reduces the need for  
traditional handheld pipetting  
to a minimum, relieving lab personnel 
from activities that may cause repetitive 
stress injuries.  

Handheld pipetting requires 
pract ice  to  achieve  s teady 
reproducible pipetting results.  
Typical parameters inf luencing 
performance are tip immersion  
depth and pipetting angle. 

The automated pipetting 
capability of Viaflo Assist 
ensures these parameters 
are always the same, 
resulting in increased 
reproducibility and thus 
better results.
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NEW RANGE
ULRASONIC CLEANERS

AUTOCLAVES CONFORM
TO SANS 347

Labotec has a new range of Scientech Ultrsonic cleaners for effectively 
cleaning micro particles from a wide scope of products. 

All tanks are manufactured from long 
lasting 304-stainless steel, and equipped 
with variable frequency and power 
settings.  These units have an extremely 
good price to performance ratio.

The Scientech Ultrasonic baths 
are especially useful for cleaning 
any precision instrument part using 
their ultrasonic vibrations, 
and can also be used for 
emulsification, mixing and 
removal of oxidation from 
surfaces. 

There is a choice of five 
different sizes of cleaners 
ranging from 2.5 to 25 litres. 
All models operate with a 

Hirayama, a company renowned 
for their autoclaves that enjoy 
widespread usage in Southern 
African labs, has conformed 
to the South African 
National Standard SANS 
347:2012.

FOUR pH MEASUREMENTS 
AT ONCE

VERSA STAR is a versatile meter with 
interchangeable modules that will 
change with your needs, with up to 
four channels for you to configure any 
combination. Incremental methods for 
ISE, auto-recognising for polarographic 
or RDO optical dissolved oxygen 
probes, RS232 communication 
port, two USB communication 
ports, and two Orion 
stirrer ports are just 
some of the unique 
advantages.  These 
modules are available: 
pH/ISE, conductivity, 
dissolved oxygen and 
pH with LogR temperature 

CONTACT: KIRSTY COLLARD

CONTACT: KIRSTY COLLARD

AUTOMATED STAINER

Thermo Scientific has a new advanced automated stainer offering 
significant improvements in workflow optimisation, particularly when 
multiple protocols are used. 

Gemini AS has an all-new 
touchscreen interface that 
is intuitive to use and 
makes day-to-day operation 
simplicity itself.  
A glance is all that is needed 
to check the batch stain 
progress. 

New LED lighting allows 
the operator a clear view 
of what is going on inside 
the staining area.  It is also 
fully compatible with the 
Thermo Scientific range of 
coverslippers to match the 
workflow of modern high-
throughput laboratories.

CONTACT: EILEEN FOUCHE

All Hirayama autoclaves 
sold by Labotec going 
forward will bear the 
new certification of 
conformity to pressure 
requirements, design and 
fabrication according to 
the local SABS standard.   
This certification ensures users 
of secure design construction 
and safe operation.  

CONTACT: EILEEN FOUCHE

Latest research shows that the  
chemical citrate -- a by-product of  
natural cell metabolism -- is mixed  
with water to create a viscous fluid  
that is trapped between the  
nano-scale crystals that form  

SHOCK ABSORBING GOO IN BONES

A schematic of the new view of bone.
Picture Credit: Image courtesy of University of Cambridge

our bones to allow movement   
between them and to stop bones 
from shattering. It is the inbuilt shock 
absorber in bone that, until now,  was 
unknown.

 

Orion VERSA STAR is the top of the range “must have” meter for those 
who want and need the best. This range from Thermo Scientific can meet 
any potential application or measurement need, with various levels of 
functionality. The VERSA STAR range of meters consists of models designed 
to handle any type of sample, everyday, anywhere.

technology that can all be matched 
and mixed as you need to create 
your meter. 

temperature range of ambient to 
a maximum of 80°C.  The units are 
all supplied with baskets and lids 
as standard, and all the units above  
4 litre capacity are fitted with drain 
taps for easy maintenance.  
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CONFIGURE PERISTALIC 
PUMP PACKAGES

Heidolph offers an effective pump-
ing solution for all your needs.   
With flow rates from 0.005 – 4.151ml 
per minute, their peristaltic pumps 
are suitable for high viscous media. 

There is also a variety of tubing 
material including chemically resistant 
and sterile tubes to choose from, so 
the most appropriate variation can 
be matched to your research needs. 

Heidolph’s pump drives can be 
configured for multi-channel use 
to increase throughput by running 
up to 12 individual cassettes on one 
single pump drive and pump head 
system.  In addition to the standard 
pump heads which feature a four 
roller system, you can choose eight 
roller pump heads for low pulsation.  

Tubing and cassette changes 
are done quickly and easily, with 
separate metering into multiple 
vessels with different feed rates in a 
single operation by using different 
tubing dimensions to adjust the flow 
rate. The configuration possibilities 
are numerous. 

COMPLY WITH ANY 
KJELDAHL METHOD

The latest Buchi innovation, the KjelMaster K-375 automatict distillation unit 
for  nitrogen and protein determination, puts customers in a unique position 
of applying either potentiometric or colorimetric titration techniques.

Both, potentiometric endpoint detection 
with pH electrodes and detecting the 
color change of an added indicator by 
means of optical sensors, are officially 
approved methods (AOAC, DIN/ISO 
and EPA). For some older methods a 
colorimetric measurement is required 

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR

MASTER QC:  
MILLING AND BAKING

Consistency in production and food 
safety are important for flour, milling 
and bakery producers, and Buchi 
has developed through 70 years of 
experience, a broad range of NIR 
applications and reference methods 
to complement the spectroscopic 
model. 

Buchi has designed the first standalone FT-NIR Spectrometer, NIRMaster, 
specifically for the milling and baking industry. 

CONTACT: NATATSHA MALAN

due to historical reasons. Changing 
between the two techniques is now 
easily achieved by “plug-and-measure” 
with no additional modifications 
needed to the instrument or the 
integrated titrator.

For fully automated sample 
processing Buchi has introduced two 
new autosamplers. The KjelSampler 

K-376 accommodates up to 24 
samples, the K-377 offers the 
possibility to process 40 samples 
placed in 2 x 20 position racks. Both 
samplers have a compact footprint 

and fit on regular lab benches 
thus requiring minimal space.

CONTACT: NATATSHA MALAN

The NIRMaster enables one to 
control the quality and nutritional 
facts of raw material, ingredients 
and final products with dedicated 
at-line and off-line NIR equipment.  
NIRMaster can be set up at different 
locations in the production plant to 
provide significant information to 

improve business from checking 
flour shipment for conformity, 
determining ash content affecting 
baking performance to providing 
nutritional data for labelling. 

COLOUR CODED 
ELECTROBLOTTERS 

Scie-plas recently redesigned their Mini & Max Electroblotters to 
accommodate up to four electroblotting cassettes that are uniquely 
colour coded to prevent them from being inserted into the tank in the 
wrong direction, ensuring correct transfer. 

The TV100 and TV400 electroblotters 
provide a safe and easy-to-use system 
for the transfer of proteins and nucleic 
acids from 10x10cm mini and 20.5 
x 20cm maxi gels. Other benefits 
include the fibre pads to compress 
the gel against the nitrocellulose 
membrane for uniform transfer.  
Enhanced cooling built into the 
system allows for faster, high intensity 
transfers, or extended overnight runs 
without buffer depletions.  Rapid 
transfer within 4-6 hours can be 
expected due to the intensity of the 
electric field, and all units have a flat 
bottom, which allows for placement CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

directly onto a magnetic stirring plate.   
Consumables are also available.

EARTH OXYGEN RICH In a study on South Africa's 
Pongola rocks, scientists looked 
at chromium isotopes to estimate 
atmospheric oxygen levels three 
billion years ago. The results 
suggest atmospheric oxygen 
was about 100,000 times higher 
than could be explained by non-
biological chemical reactions. 
Nature

AFRICA THAT ALMOST WAS
A hypothetical model of the circum-
Atlantic region at present-day, if Africa 
had split into two parts along the West 
African Rift system. Here, the north-
west part of present day Africa would 
have moved with the South American 
continent, forming a "Saharan Atlantic 
ocean".
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CUTTING MILL FOR SMALLER SAMPLES

Fritsch has upgraded their Universal Cutting mill Pulverisette 19 to achieve 
300-360 rpm for a very powerful and gentle size-reduction down to a 
fineness of approximately 0.20 – 6mm. 

Made with German precision to the 
exacting quality standards Fritsch is 
synonymous with, this new Cutting 
Mill is ideal for smaller sample sizes 
up to 70x80 mm. 

The samples may be hard tough-
elastic in nature such as for example 
leather, hard wood cubes, plastics, 
electronic scrap, lead, natural rubber, 
cellular concrete. Due to the lower 
number of revolutions of the gear 
motor and the therefore lower 
cutting rate, a very powerful yet 

gentle size-reduction is achieved.  
  This process prevents any thermal 
damages occurring. 

Maximum throughput expected 
is around 60l/h, depending on the 
sample and sieve sizes used.   Further 
models with higher rotor speeds and 
therefore higher cutting rates are 
available on request.

ECO FRIENDLY 
INCUBATORS

CONTACT: LYLE HANEKOM

BUDDY FOR A-Z WATER TESTS

Hettich has a range of high class, 
ergonomic and sustainable 
incubators called HettCube.

This range offers excellent eco-
balanced features to reduce the 
impact on the environment and 
running costs.  For instance the 
incubators only heat or cool as 
necessary, and at an operating 
temperature of 37°C, the maximum 
energy consumption is less than 
0.05kW/h, which will save energy 
and money and protect the 
environment.  
 

CONTACT: KIRSTY COLLARD 

BALANCE: ONLY PAY FOR 
THE FEATURES YOU NEED

Sartorius’ new balance family Entris® 
has been launched.

Receive the reliability and quality of 
a Sartorius balance, but just pay for 
the features you really need.  Entris® 
is the new entry level balance with 15 
different models available covering a 
weighing range of 60 g up to 8,200 g 
with a readability of 0.1 mg up to 0.1 g. 

Each model is available with 
an internal, motorized calibration 
adjustment function for optimal 
weighing accuracy and operating 

convenience. The new Entris® has 
been specially designed to deliver 
effective and reliable weighing 
results in the daily work. The easy and 
clearly structured user interface, the 
logical key assignment and excellent 
readability are ideal features for error-
free operation. 

Customer Benefits: 
•  Built-in basic application 

programs and function keys for 
convenient operation 

• Backlit, high-contrast display for 
user-friendly guidance 

• Fast and reliable results in 
weighing thanks to Sartorius 
Quality & Technology 

• Easy work with the balance 
thanks to fast cleaning and 
rugged design 

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

The versatile Orion Aquamate 
spectrophotometers from Thermo 
Scientific can test anything from 
Alkalinity to Zinc in water and 
wastewater.

This ideal companion is simple to 
understand, versatile, offers A-Z 
testing, is reliable and has a relatively 
small footprint. Orion AquaMate 
spectrophoto-meters have over 260 

preprogrammed methods for several 
leading brands of reagents including the 
Thermo ScIentific™ Orion™ AQUAfast™ 
reagents for ammonia, COD, chlorine, 
fluoride, hardness, iron, manganese, 
phosphate and several other key 
water-testing parameters. 

Orion AquaMate spectrophoto-
meters also offer standard curve, 
custom method and wavelength 
scanning functions to create new 

methods for absorbance, percentage 
transmittance and concentration 
testing. The included 3-position 
sample carousel allows a variety of 
vial sizes to be used with holders 
for 13-25mm round vials, 20-50mm 
rectangular vials and 10mm square 
vials.

CONTACT: KIRSTY COLLARD
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A SAD GOODBYE
Tresan Gounden, our KZN Branch 
Manager says “after nine years at 
Labotec it is time for us to part ways. 
I would like to thank my clients for 
their support and partnerships that 
we developed over the years. Thank 
you one and all for making my job a 
passion while here.”

8

HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 6553 HALFWAY HOUSE 1685 TEL: (011) 315 5434 FAX: (011) 315 5882
CAPE TOWN: PO Box 790 HOWARD PLACE        7450 TEL: (021) 531 7660 FAX: (021) 531 7690
DURBAN: PO Box 178 UMHLANGA ROCKS  4320 TEL: (031) 566 4870 FAX: (031) 566 4875

Email: sales@labotec.co.za   Home page: www.labotec.co.za

PURE LABWATER 
STRIKES BACK

KZN BRANCH 
MANAGER

WELCOME JOANNE 
Joanne Shackleton, our external sales 
representative for the Johannesburg 
area has been promoted to KZN Branch 
Manager. She comments, “Labotec 
has been my home for over 5 years 
and to be a part of the Durban team 
is such an exciting opportunity for 
me. I know I will have big shoes to 
fill but I am really looking forward to 
my new challenge”.

OUR AMAZING 
DELIVERY TEAM

The range offers a fresh new modular approach to laboratory 
water purification.  Chorus was unveiled at Labotec’s offices 
in Midrand and Cape Town, and customers were invited 
to view how the system fits together to achieve constant 
peak water quality, mingle with Star Wars characters, drink 
healthy fruit slush puppies and munch on pop-corn. They 
also enjoyed the serious educational water talks covering 
purity, pH and pipetting.

Our amazing delivery team 
can do anything... Here 
they are making a plan to 
get a Weiss Pharma 1300L 
chamber into the eighth 
floor of the South African 
Bureau of Standards (SABS) 
in Pretoria.
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 The launch’s Star Wars theme was entitled, “Pure 
Labwater Strikes Back”, may the CHOICE be with you.  The 
new Chorus system reflects customers demand to be in 
control of what they want from their water systems, and 
allows one to select and configure your own purification 
technology suited to application and scientific requirements 
in one integral, space saving, compact unit.
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Elga Labwater has launched PURELAB® Chorus, their revolutionary new water purification system in South Africa.  


