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GoING for GolD

Three new edition purpose designed 1400 litre Labotec drying ovens 
have been commissioned 1.2km below the surface of the earth in a new 
laboratory at Palabora Mining Company, members of the Rio Tinto Group.  

...Continued on p2

MINING SAMPlES TESTED 
UNDErGroUND IN WorlD ClASS oPErATIoN

Winter Edition 2013

For the first time ever, the whole 
Labotec team were gathered 
in one place.  Branches from 
Durban and Cape Town were 
flown to Johannesburg to join in 
the company teambuilding, an 

amazing race held at Gold Reef 
City, and the theme “Gold Rush.”  
The teams had to decode clues, 
explore, navigate and solve riddles 
found at various sites with rides 
included.  Fellow teammates (some 

who met each other for the first 
time in 17 years) had to rely on 
each other for expertise, support 
and most importantly – teamwork.  
Cape Town branch manager Ernest 
Payne aptly expressed, “It was 

an amazing day , filled with fun 
and most of all meeting with new 
colleagues and connecting with 
old colleagues .The team spirit 
was incredible ! Let’s make 2013 
a huge success!!”

Fully inspired, the Labotec team hopes to deliver exceptional service to you, our clients!

This new laboratory was commissioned 
due to the impracticality of transporting 
massive amounts of sample to the 
surface for analysis, thereby allowing 
for a reduced turn-around time in 
analysis, and for immediate decision 
making. Palabora developed a  US410 
million underground mine with a 
production capacity of 30,000 

tonnes of copper ore per day.  This 
highly successful block-cave mine 
consistently delivers the planned 
tonnage to a concentrator stockpile 
for further beneficiation of copper 
using state-of-the-art technologies 
and equipment, and reputedly has 
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MIXErS fIT for THE ToUGHEST INDUSTrIAl ADHESIVES

New and innovative product development is a 
primary priority at Adhesive Technologies (Pty) Ltd 
(“ADTEC”).  ADTEC’s strict Quality Policy, dictates 
constant product review and improvement to 
ensure the premier quality of their diverse product 
range places them ahead of the competition. The 

the fastest ramp-up time to full production in the 
world.  The height of the block cave is also another 
world record at 450m in the centre, increasing to 
700m on the periphery.  In one day, the fleet tips 
an average of 3000 buckets into 4 jaw crushers, 
where the ore is reduced to less than 220mm and 
fed onto a high capacity conveyor system to the 
surface.  This exercise contributes to the mine’s 
supply of most of South Africa’s copper needs, 
with the balance exported. 

The newly set-up underground laboratory is 
positively contributing to streamlining the rock 
analysis procedure.  Instead of bringing up to surface 
around 6 tons of rock every week for Copper (Cu) 
analysis, samples can be crushed underground 
and only 30kg is carried up by lab operators on 
a daily basis.  The three larger capacity 1400kg      
Labotec ovens are used to dry around 90 Cu ore 
samples at a time every day.  They are robust and 
built for a variety of drying and curing operations 

MINING SAMPlES TESTED UNDEr-
GroUND IN WorlD ClASS oPErATIoN

...Continued from p1

ADTEC laboratory is the hub of the company, 
where the focus is to develop technologically 
advanced world class adhesive formulations 
and defect-free products.  

ADTEC understands that successful product 
development requires the most efficient equipment 
and the persistent testing of new raw materials 
and thousands of new product development 
samples. In keeping with establishing a world class 
laboratory to match the world class manufacturing 
equipment, ADTEC has acquired four new class 
leading Heidolph Overhead Stirrers as well as the 
new MR Hei-Tec hot-plate and magnetic stirrer, to 
add to an already well equipped laboratory. One 
of ADTEC’s chosen models, the RZR 2102 features 
a sealed housing for protection against corrosion, 
has the resilience for an aggressive environment 
and ensures years of maintenance-free operation. 
This Heidolph model has a 2-gear setting boasting 
the power of a 100-W output motor which allows 
for torque of 400 Ncm in an overload situation 
and 200 Ncm for continuous operation at speeds 
from 12 - 2,000 rpm making it ideal for the sticky 
polymer media.  The viscosity range of these units 
is up to 100,000 mPa s.
The Heidolph RZR 2102 is capable of operating non-
stop for extended periods in excess of 120 hours, 
and was chosen to meet the demands of a busy 

laboratory. Once the criteria and specifications for a 
viable product have been established, lab samples 
can be scaled-up to 75kg pilot plant batches for 
further laboratory development and customer trials.

ADTEC prides itself on its philosophy of never 
compromising the quality of the materials or 
machinery used. Superior raw materials are sourced 
both internationally and locally. In addition to 
maintaining an ISO 9001 accreditation, ADTEC 
applies an absolute commitment to quality; to 
ensure all products are manufactured to strict quality 
control procedures and specifications; producing 
premium trusted products. According to ADTEC 
Laboratory Head and Managing Director Leon 

The international nuclear fusion project 
–Iter has had approval on the most 
technically challenging component – the 
fusion reactor’s “blanket” to handle the 
super-heated nuclear fuel.  This project 
is designed to demonstrate a new kind 
of nuclear reactor capable of producing 
unlimited supplies of cheap, clean, safe and 
sustainable electricity from atomic fusion.

£13bn Iter project 
breakthrough 

Song, “ADTEC has an extensive infrastructure that 
has been right-sized for the urgent development 
and manufacture of products ‘fit for the purpose’.
Individual products are tailor made to meet specific 
customer requirements.”  

Today, ADTEC manufactures a wide range 
of specialised adhesives for Paper-converting, 
Packaging, Panel Construction, Cigarettes, 
Envelopes, Labelling, Footwear, Flooring, Furniture, 
Woodworking, Upholstery, Insulation and the 
Palletising industry.  

with a temperature range from ambient +10°C to 
250°C.  Due to the limited space in the laboratory, 
the built-in push in trolley and cage system the 
ovens use offers convenient loading and offloading 
of samples.  When the samples are dry, the whole 
trolley can be taken out with the samples.  No 
additional tables are required for the samples as 
with conventional drying ovens.  

Underground is a buzz of activity around the 
clock.  Soon the company is going to be mining at 
a deeper level in the belly of the earth uncovering 
more of this rich body of minerals known as the 
Palabora Igneous Complex formed by series of 
violent volcanic eruptions many years ago.   The 
new laboratory will be ready to assist in analysing 
these new samples from even deeper down under.   

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAjkUMAR

CONTACT: kIRSTY COLLARD
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MoNITorING PET fooD TASTE ENHANCErS froM 
NATUrE AT NEW PlANT

The global leader in the sensorial or organoleptic (taste, colour and 
palatability) performance of food, Diana Group has expanded their Pet 
Food Division, SPF Palatability (SPF).  Last year in July, they opened a new 
manufacturing facility in Paarl, Cape to compliment the 19 existing sites 
situated around the world.  Here only natural ingredients are combined with 
bioscience and vast knowledge and expertise to improve the palatability 
performance of their customers’ products.  This division is equipped with a 
profound knowledge of animal food preferences and ingredients that are 
all “from nature”.  Deborah Shaw from local scientific company Labotec, 
spoke to Liezel Goosen QSE Manager at the new site about their decision 
to use the Buchi NIR, a modular FT-NIR spectrophotometer to monitor 
production and quality.   

The Buchi is used to determine 
guaranteed specifications of Moisture, 
Protein, Fat and Ash in the products 
we produce, both during the 
production phase, as well as in the 
final product.  

  how will this fit into the existing 
production process, and how will 
it make a difference to the set up?

During the production process, 
measurements have to be taken at 
predetermined critical points in order 
to monitor that the product being 
manufactured is within specification 
for eventual positive release.  The 
Buchi ensures these measurements 
can be done quickly and accurately 
to ensure the optimisation of the 
production process as a whole, and 
guarantee a consistently good quality 
product.  

Were there any features you 
liked that made you decide on 
this model?

SPF subsidiaries across the world 

SPF South Africa manufacture liquid 
palatability enhancers for the pet food 
industry (pet food flavours).  Due to 
the strict quality controls applied, real-
time measurement throughout the 
production process of each product 
is vital.  The Buchi NIR is used by the 
production and quality team to measure 
these critical limits on a daily basis.  

What were the reasons for 
purchasing a new buchi nIr 
system?

SPF South Af r ica is  a  new 
manufacturing facility, opening 
our doors officially in july 2012.  We 
therefore needed a NIR unit on site.  
SPF across the globe exclusively 
use the Buchi NIR system, both for 
consistency across plants in results 
obtained, and in order to enhance 
the global NIR database library 
to consistently improve improve 
accuracy in results. 

For which applications will the 
buchi be used?

use the same Buchi model (NIRFlex 
N-500), so a comprehensive library 
of data applicable to our products 
was already set up and available to 
us to import and use.  This meant that 
the setup of our machine was very 
easy and fast, and that the reliability 
of results obtained on this line of 
product has already been established 
internationally.  

are there any future projects 
relating to the new equipment?

As SPF broadens our product 
base to develop new formulations 

Thousands of tiny computers 
that scavenge power from their 
surroundings could one day be 
used to monitor your world. The 
first prototypes, M3 Micro Motes.
are a cubic millimetre in size, come 
equipped with sensors, so for eg, 
asking Google "where are my 
keys?" would give you the right 
answer if they have been fitted 
with a mote. 

On a trek down TauTona, South 
Africa’s deepest gold mine, 
researchers came across Mephisto, 
named after the Devil from the 
Faust legend, a nematode worm 
at 3.6 kilometres below ground – 
making it the deepest land animal 
found to date (Nature) where no 
other animals were thought to 
exist.

Hiukkavaara, “Arctic Smart City,” 
will be a € $1.8 billion project 
featuring a smart grid, alternative 
and renewable energy sources, an 
eco-water system and centralised 
waste management, and seamless 
public transport. 20,000 new 
homes, 10,000 housing units, 1,800 
workplaces and smart services 
for 40,000 residents. It is to be 
completed by 2035.

Late last year, a burger joint in 
Brazil made the headlines across 
the globe, but it was not because 
it was serving out-of-the-ordinary 
burgers. No, it was because it 
was serving its burgers in edible 
wrappers. That’s right, no waste 
or recycling. Edible packaging 
is soon expected to take the 
world by storm, but how ready 
are consumers to eat packaging 
handled by others?

SnoWFlake SIzed 
computerS (Smart 
duSt)

WormS In deep 
SubSurFace deFy 
bIologIcal ruleS

arctIc Smart cIty packagIng you 
can eat

and new innovative animal feed 
flavour technologies, the Buchi is 
and will be instrumental in testing 
the viability and consistency of these 
products, both for SPF South Africa 
and abroad.  New applications are 
qualified regularly due to the scope 
of having many SPF facilities using 
the same machine and building up 
parallel databases of information 
needed for this type of qualification.  

CONTACT: NATASHA MALAN

Elton Arendse and Liezel Goosen from SPF Palatability.
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DENATUrING GrADIENT GEl 
ElETroPHorESIS SYSTEM

PrEMIUM CUlTUrING Co2 
INCUBATor 

NEW BUffErS for QUICKEr 
IHC PrETrEATMENT 

SAME DAY TISSUE 
ProCESSING 

The new Thermo Scientific Dewax and Heat Induced Epitope Retrieval 
(HIER) Buffers simultaneously automate deparaffinisation, rehydration 
and epitope retrieval in the Thermo Scientific PT Module.  

This new formulation improves turnaround time by eliminating the manual 
steps normally required for IHC pretreatment, and therefore helps to deliver 

The STP420 ES can process urgent 
biopsies in 45 minutes when used 
in combination with the Fast Flex 
reagent system, whilst maintaining 
the morphology and staining patterns 
you expect, in full compliance with 
IHC procedures.  Processing times 

The Steri-Cycle CO2 Incubators from Thermo Scientific - Forma offer total 
contamination control and elimination for the most ideal culturing 
environment.  

The STP420 ES tissue processor from Thermo Scientific is the first to employ 
rotational agitation enabling same day diagnosis without compromising 
quality.  This high-throughput tissue processor has faster turnaround times.  

CONTACT: SUE McvICAR

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

CONTACT:  SUE McvICAR

for traditional specimens is halved 
to only 4.4 hours for 5mm specimens.

On the one side of the contamination 
prevention package, a validatable 100% 
HEPA filtration provides Rapid Response 
Class 100 air quality.  The other leg of 
the contamination elimination process, 
available at the touch of a button, or 
automatically on-demand, is the uniform 
direct heat sterilization, which will destroy 
mycoplasma, fungi, moulds, yeast, 
bacteria and even hard-to-kill spores. 
Constant status updates are provides 
with heat sterilization cycle, which can 
also be run overnight.  An optional built-
in HEPA vOC Filtration System removes 
potentially toxic volatile compounds 
often found in lab settings.  

Its large format 20.5 x 20cm glass 
plates allow gradient gels to be poured 
containing wider ranges of denaturant 
concentration.  A 100ml gradient mixer 
is also included to pour gradient gels 
using Scie-Plas’ newly designed gel-
running module and cam-caster.  The 
heating element is manually controlled 
by a PT100 heat sensor and can be 
set in 1°C increments to a maximum 
of 70°C.

patient results faster than before.  In 
addition, the results are concordant 
to traditional methods, which means 
they can quickly be integrated into 
routine workflow.  

Danish scientists are expecting 
results that will show that 
“finding a mass-distributable and 
affordable cure to HIv is possible”. 
They are conducting clinical 
trials to test a “novel strategy” in 
which the HIv virus is stripped 
from human DNA and destroyed 
permanently by the immune 
system.

The cost of making a hydrogen 
fuel cell-powered car has fallen so 
dramatically that the same vehicle 
that cost about $1 million in past 
year can now be made for as little 
as $50,000 when it goes on sale 
in the U.S. in 2015. That means 
that customers probably will see 
sticker prices of up to $100,000 for 
cars so clean that they produce no 
more than water vapour from the 
tailpipe.
 

brInk oF hIV cure? toyota cutS coStS oF 
hydrogen Fuel

If you are studying mutations and DNA polymorphisms critical in disease 
aetiology and genetic diversity, then the TV400 DGGE (Denaturing 
Gradient Gel Electrophoresis System) from Scie-Plas might offer a cost-
effective solution for you. Designed mainly for parallel DGGE, where 
electrophoresis and denaturing gradient run in the same direction, 
the TV400 has a maximum of 96-sample throughput compatible with 
standard microplates and thermal cycler blocks, allowing samples to be 
transferred quickly and easily.
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KJElDAHl INNoVATIoN 

The latest BUCHI innovation, the KjelMaster K-375 automatic distillation 
unit for nitrogen and protein determination, puts customers in the 
unique position of applying either potentiometric or colorimetric 
titration techniques. 

Changing between the two techniques is now easily achieved by “plug-
and-measure” with no additional modifications needed to the instrument 
or the integrated titrator.  Laboratories using the new distillation units 
no longer need to look for alternative kjeldahl instruments in case their 
needs or regulatory requirements change.  Results are automatically 
stored on the embedded PC so that data traceability is guaranteed over 
many months or even years. Unauthorized access to process parameters 
or data manipulation is prevented by multiple access levels. Archiving data 
on LIMS is straight forward and comprehensive. Moreover, the optional 
kjelLink PC software facilitates not only sophisticated data handling, but 
also displays the status of operation on an external PC, thus taking on 
site supervision to the lowest possible level.

rEDEfINING TrADITIoNAl BAlANCES 

HANDHElD 96-CHANNEl 
AND 384-CHANNEl PIPETTE

CONTACT: RYNAU vD WESTHUIZEN

CONTACT: RYNAU vD WESTHUIZEN

“I don’t know of any other balance that is this easy to operate intuitively”.  Sartorius teamed up with experienced 
lab users to develop the user interface of their new Quintix. The results have redefined standards.  No manual is 
needed to start operation, and it takes seconds to adapt the Ouintix to obtain traceable results using the built-
in applications.  So if you would like a reliable balance with the convenience of plug-and-work data transfer, 
unmatched reproducibility and fast results with maximum accuracy and increased efficiency then this balance 
could be exactly what you are looking for.  

CONTACT: NATASHA kIRSTEN

Designed to enable labs to process samples simply and productively the 
VIAFLO 384 from Integra Biosciences is a new handheld 384-channel 
electronic pipette that enables fast, precise and easy transfer of 384 
samples simultaneously. 

With not a drop of fuel, a solar-powered 
plane piloted by Bertrand Piccard and 
André Borschberg,completed the 
first leg of its historic cross-country 
flight Saturday (May 4), a 19-hour 
trip from California to Arizona.  Solar 
Impulse is the first aircraft capable of 
flying day and night without using 

FIrSt day/nIght FlIght WIth no Fuel

Twelve available models of the Quintix 
series will cover readability from 0.001g 
to 0.1mg, capacity of 120g to 5.100g on 
a weighing pan of Ø90mm to Ø180mm.  
Internal calibration is taken care of with 
isoCAL adjustment function to ensure 
consistently accurate results, and the 
balances are crafted in Germany with 
high-grade materials.  For example 
weigh cells are mounted on a solid, 

Uniquely the vIAFLO 384 offers all the 
benefits of increased sample throughput 
as well as lower sample and reagent use 
without the expense of having to invest 
in a robotic liquid handling system. The 

compact vIAFLO 384 comes with a 
choice of two 384-channel pipetting 
heads covering the volume ranges of 
0.5 -12.5 µl and 5 - 125 µl.  The new 
system is fully compatible with vIAFLO 
96-channel pipetting heads enabling 
easy switching between 96-channel 
and 384-channel pipetting using the 
same unit. 

braIn regIon 
Found to control 
ageIng

The brain's mechanism for 
controlling ageing has been 
discovered – and manipulated 
to shorten and extend the lives 
of mice. If it applies in humans, 
the discovery could open up 
possibilities for slowing age-
related diseases and increasing 
life span.

any fuel. “Solar Impulse's ambition 
is for the world of exploration and 
innovation to contribute to the cause 
of renewable energies, to demonstrate 
the importance of clean technologies 
for sustainable development; and to 
place dreams and emotions back 
at the heart of scientific adventure.”

special aluminium alloy base plate 
making it impervious to ambient 
conditions, such as temperature 
fluctuations and vibration.  The Plug 
& Work technology ensures fast and 
reliable GLP-compliant records.



CONTACT: kIRSTY COLLARD

CONTACT: kIRSTY COLLARD
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A new line of dry compressing vacuum pumps called Leyvac by Oerlikon 
Leybold Vacuum will deliver high process throughputs and optimise your 
system uptime – with excellent process reliability, good environment 
characteristics and a reasonable price-to-performance ratio. 

Leyvac is designed for the specific requirements of industrial processes and 
coating applications in the pumping speed range of 80 and 140m3/h, at an 
ultimate pressure of ≤ 1 · 10-2 mbar.

The new PHOENIX L500i helium leak detector from Oerlikon Leybold 
Vacuum opens up new dimensions of productivity and reliability in 
testing all kinds of components, and represents an innovative and 
up-to-date solution for leak detection.  Apart from an attractive visual 
appearance, it excels with features such as high-speed leak detection, 
reproducibility, reliable operation and an absolutely new experience 
using iPad controls are only a few of the special advantages. 
 

Labotec has introduced a bigger size to their range of Industrial Drying 
Ovens.  The new 2000 litre capacity oven has more space to fit in more 
load.  These robust and reliable drying ovens operate using solid state 
switching, and also offer a convenient purpose built push-in trolley 
making it easier to load and offload the samples outside the oven. 

lEYVAC DrY CoMPrESSIoN 
PUMPS 

SHorT-CYClE lEAK 
TESTING WITH PHoENIX  

INDUSTrIAl DrYING oVEN 
SIZED UP 

No CUVETTES WITH NANo 
PArTIClE SIZEr 

The 2000 litre Drying Oven operates 
at temperatures ambient +7°C 
to 250°C.  This is controlled by 
electronic P.I.D. temperature control 
with digital indication of set and 
process value and a high accuracy 
pt100 temperature sensor and solid 
state control relay for optimum 
reliability.  The doors are mounted 
on robust hinges and the door 
seal is manufactured from long 
lasting silicon for effective sealing.  
There are 6 shelves supplied with 
the push-in trolley.

The new DynaSizer Analysette 12 from German company Fritsch offers 
precise and reliably reproduced particle size determination down to the 
lower nanometer range without using cuvettes.  This system is extremely 
flexible and effective and requires only slight preparation effort.  For 
example, with one simple motion the special Ultra-thin layer technology 
is used to reduce sample layer from 2mm to 20µm.    

The PHOENIX L500i is a mobile unit on lockable castors, 
allowing movements to different locations at any 

time. It improves the accuracy and reliability 
of your testing operations – during series 

testing of a large number of products as 
well as for single tests – thereby ensuring 
immediate cost savings.

German company Weiss Technik has a Temperature Shock Test Chamber 
model TS60, which in less than 10 seconds subjects test items to extreme 
hot and ice cold conditions.  
 

HoT To ColD: 10 SECoNDS 

ancIent Wonder 
really exIStS

New research finally demonstrates 
that the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon, one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, 
really did exist, and that they 
weren’t in Babylon at all – but 
were instead located 300 miles 
to the north in Babylon’s greatest 
rival Nineveh, according to a 
leading Oxford-based historian.

CONTACT: LOUIS vD HEEvER

This shock treatment is usually used to 
test environmental conditions on the 
function and reliability of electronic 
devices, components and systems 
to determine if sudden temperature 
changes have an influence on the 
specimens long term function.  Other 
reasons for usage are to determine 

if safe operation is guaranteed after 
a sudden temperature change, or 
perhaps to detect any early failure 
defects, or to forecast the life 
expectancy of 
a product.  

CONTACT: LOUIS vD HEEvER

Fritsch DynaSizer measures particle 
sizes in the range 1-6000nm.  The 
slightest sample quantities are needed 
with a wide concentration range of 
0.0003 – 40 vol.-%.  The sample can be 
introduced directly from the pipette 
into the instrument – making cuvettes 
completely obsolete.  From there 
the sample is directly diluted in the 
measuring cell or substances, which 
cause certain reactions. The observance 

of particle size changes based on such 
reactions with passing time is then easily 
possible.  Due to the well-conceived 
design of the measurement system, 
the DynaSizer is fast and comfortable 
to clean and immediately ready for 
the next measurement.

CONTACT: LYLE HANEkOM
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The new Evaporative Light Scattering Detector (ELS) from Buchi is able 
to efficiently detect all non-volatile compounds, including those invisible 
to other detectors.  This is especially useful for purifying natural extracts 
because of the high amount of non-UV absorbing compounds, which 
were previously undetected by UV/VIS and Refractive Index (RI) using 
industry standard Flash chromatography.

DETECTING “INVISIBlE” 
NoN-VolATIlE CoMPoUNDS 

PlUS & PlAY: HEATING 
AND MIXING

Research is easier with the new MR 
Plug and Play Hei-Tec magnetic 
stirrer model from Heidolph.  This 
model is designed for higher 
requirements and reproducible 
results; and has been equipped 
with 800W of heating capacity to 
reduce heat-up times by 35%.

The unique kera Disk heating plate of 
aluminum provides faster heating times 
and the wafer thin ceramic coating 
makes the heating plate both chemically 
and scratch resistant.  
With an advanced software upgrade, 
all Heidolph units are designed to run 
over-night and around the clock.  The 
MR Plug & Play Hei-Tec package consists 
of a PT1000 temperature sensor for 

WATEr ANAlYSIS: 
orIoN AQUAMATE 

Thermo Scientific™ has 
introduced the Orion AquaMate 
Spectrophotometers ideal for 
reliable and affordable water 
and wastewater analysis.   
These high quality, innovative 
spectrophotometers are designed 
to cover most routine concentration 
measurements, boast numerous 
features and offer the high reliability and accuracy of the renowned 
Orion technology in a compact lightweight package with a relatively 
small footprint.  

The ELS Detector C-650 provides an 
evaporation temperature between 
ambient and 100°C and accepts a 
flow rate in the range of 0.1-5ml/min 
(up to 250ml/min).  It is useful for the 
detection of all compounds regardless 
of the spectroscopic properties, and 
unaffected by elution gradients.  Only 

precise temperature control.  The 
digital speed settings are from 100 
to 1400 rpm at an accuracy of 2% 
with hotplate temperature settings 
up to 300°C.  

The Hysitron nanoTensile 5000 is an automated, 3-D sensing, 
nanometer-scale precision tensile instrument for the testing of 
small-scale material specimens and miniaturised devices.  

TENSIlE TEST WINNEr

The nanoTensile 5000 provides a 3-axis 
load measurement and is isolated from 
external force and acoustic and thermal 
disturbances.  Combining the most 
valuable aspects of Hysitron’s industry-
leading mechanical test technology, 
the nanoTensile instrument enables 
simplified small-scale tensile testing 
by providing materials researchers 
with a state-of-the-art instrument 
which, in its design, inherently solves 
the various scale-related challenges 
that complicate the investigation 
of exceedingly small specimens.

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAjkUMAR CONTACT: LYLE HANEkOM

CONTACT: NATATSHA MALAN

Orion AquaMate spectrophotometers 
provide simple and efficient sample 
analysis using over 260 preprogrammed 
methods compatible with several 
leading brands of reagents plus 
user customisable methods for 
absorbance, percentage transmittance 
and concentration testing. The 
premium AquaMate 8000 Uv-vis 
Spectrophotometer offers 190 to 
1100 nm selectable wavelengths, 
1.8 nm spectral bandwidth and 

delivers unsurpassed data quality 
throughout the entire Uv to near-IR 
spectrum. The AquaMate 7000 vis 
Spectrophotometer offers 325 to 1100 
nm selectable wavelengths, 5 nm 
spectral bandwidth and is ideal for most 
routine concentration measurements.

CONTACT: kIRSTY COLLARD

orIoN 
SEMINAr

In April Labotec hostedthe 
theoretical and practical workshop 
”All you need to know about pH, 
conductivity and dissolved oxygen” 
with special guest Andreas Pelz 
from Thermo Scientific in Germany.  
Delegates were invited to bring their 
own pH meters from their labs to try 
out some fun experiments and learn 
something new in the process. 

two parameters need to be adjusted 
to run an application via an integrated 
keypad; evaporation temperature 
and gain.  



HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 6553 HALFWAY HOUSE 1685 TEL: (011) 315 5434 FAX: (011) 315 5882
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DURBAN: PO Box 178 UMHLANGA ROCKS  4320 TEL: (031) 566 4870 FAX: (031) 566 4875
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Assoc Prof Robyn van Zyl, 
Head of the Division of 
Pharmacology, presents 
kerry Lisa Hoff (left) 
with the Labotec BSc in 
Physiotherapy Prize for 
Pharmacology at Wits. 

Laetitia Stap from Labotec 
presents katlego Mmopele 
with the Labotec prize for 
Best Microbiology Student, 
University of johannesburg.

Polo-Ma-abiele Hilda 
Ntsoelinyane received the 
Best B tech Student 2012 
in Biomedical Technology 
at the Central University of 
Technology, Free State.
  

Above: In preparation for the launch of the new revolutionary Elga water 
systems in September 2013, sales and technical staff of Labotec received 
first hand training from the UK Elga product team, who visited South 
Africa in April.

lABoTEC STUDENT PrIZE 
WINNErS

NEW BABY

JUST MArrIED

Jaison Jugmohan, (External Sales in Durban) with 
his new baby boy Hussain says, “being a dad is an 
awesome experience, there’s really no words to 
describe the feeling of holding your own newborn 
child in your arms. It has changed my life”. 

Athisha (Product Manager) 
married Ashley Singh on the 6th 
of April in a traditional Hindu 
ceremony held in Durban.  “After 
months of planning, everything 
fell into place brilliantly. It was 
indeed a fairy-tale wedding, but 
its magnificence was beyond 
anything I could have imaged. 
The memories will be in my heart 
forever.”  

LabWater preview on 

www.labotec.co.za

Here are this years’ winners at the annual Labotec company awards for 
their excellent work.  The event took place at Gold Reef City.  Left to right: 
Natasha Kirsten (Product Manager) receives Sales person of the Year 
Award, Lyle Hanekom  (Product Manager) receives the External Award, 
Kobus Kotze (Assistant accountant) receives the Internal Award and 
Stephen van Nierop (Internal Sales) the MD Award.

BrEAKAWAY PrIZE 
WINNErS

W
rit

te
n 

an
d 

co
m

pi
le

d 
by

 D
eb

bi
e 

Sh
aw

. d
eb

bi
es

@
la

bo
te

c.
co

.za


