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Website Launch

www.labotec.co.za

Labotec has a new website!  Just enter, www.labotec.co.za to view the latest laboratory equipment. The website is designed for
easy and simple navigation. Emphasis is on  easier access to product information, specials, news, newsletters, and training videos. 
Go on, try it, open the window. 
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SPEEDEXTRACTION FOR MEDICINAL PLANT SCIENCE:  
UNEARTHING TRADITIONAL PHYTOMEDICINE CLAIMS AT U.P.

It has been estimated that around 80% of the population in 
developing countries rely on plant-derived medicines or traditional 
herbal remedies. But is there science to support this form of 
treatment?  African medicinal plants, as a source of new drugs, 
are understudied considering the high percentage of plants 
not yet screened.  The previously known University of Pretoria 
Botany Department has moved in this direction in more ways 
than one. The faculty has changed their name to Department of 
Plant Science, expanded into biotechnology and medicinal plant 
science, and physically moved into the Plant Science Complex, 
the “greenest” building on campus in January this year. 

Working in collaboration with 
universities in Switzerland, Japan, 
and The Netherlands means that 
protocols used to analyse sam-
ples need to deliver on inter-
national standards. Therefore 

Winter Edition 2012

Introducing our new website 

quick reliable methodologies 
that removes any human error 
is paramount at Plant Science.  
The Buchi SpeedExtractor is one 
such example of new equipment 
purchased in order to follow this 

strict protocol. All plants produce 
chemical compounds as part of 
their normal metabolic activities.  
This includes primary metabolites 
found in all plants, and secondary 
metabolites found in a particular 

genus or species.  It is these sec-
ondary metabolites and pigments 
that can have therapeutic actions 
in humans, and which can be 
refined to produce drugs efficient 
to work as phytomedicines.  

VISIT OUR NEw wEbSITE
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SPEEDEXTRACTION FOR MEDICINAL PLANT SCIENCE:  
UNEARTHING TRADITIONAL PHYTOMEDICINE CLAIMS AT U.P.

...continues from p1

ENSURING SECTIONING 
QUALITY wITH THERMO 
FOR HUMAN PROTEIN 
ATLAS PROJECT

The Human Protein Atlas Project is carrying out the systematic 
exploration of the human proteome using antibody-based 
proteomics, thus providing an invaluable publicly available HPA 
portal tool for pathology-based biomedical research. As part 
of the project, the Uppsala-based Science for Life Laboratory 
tissue profiling group has so far cut more than 200,000 sections 
from over 1400 tissue microarrays (TMAs). 

The SpeedExtractor is used for 
extracting the secondary metab-
olites from South African plants in 
order to identify new active prin-
cipals that could help in the treat-
ment of many diseases such as 
malaria, AIDS and various cancers.  

Normally pressurised extraction 
can be very time consuming.  The 
Buchi SpeedExtractor extracts up 
to 6 samples simultaneously in 20 
– 40 minutes, allowing for high 
levels of efficiency and through-
put.  It also distinguishes itself by 
its user-friendliness and flexibili-
ty, which comes in handy since 
the unit is used by researchers 
and post graduate students alike 
for a variety of extractions.  The 
desired method is loaded, then 
extraction cells are sealed auto-
matically, and at the push of a 
button, six samples are extracted 
– no error-prone sealing, no time 
consuming programming.  The 
SpeedExtractors flexibility is also 
unique in that temperature range 
stretches from 50 - 200°C and 
pressure ranges of 50 – 150 bar.

There are many extraction 
cell sizes and volumes to choose 
from.  An integrated flushing pro-
cess into a separate vessel also 
makes the cleaning process easier. 

One of the main aims at U.P. 
Plant Science is to scientifically 
validate traditional claims and 
healing plant stories/theories, 
some of which have been passed 
from generation to generation.  
250 000 plant species exist in the 
world and SA has 10% of these 
species, making us the third most 
flora diverse country in the world.

In the Botanical Garden at UP 
one can find more species than 
in the UK, and a library of 100 
000 collected plant samples 
already exists in the herbarium. A 
whole range of well-known can-
cer chemotherapeutic drugs are 
derived from secondary metab-
olites, and the research team at 
UP are now also investigating a 
family of compounds relating to 
pain applications and nausea that 
helps alleviate the side-effects of 
chemotherapy. The department 

is also conducting extensive 
research on the control / eradi-
cation of malaria.  Research in the 
Department of Plant Science also 
involves tests against bacteria, 
viruses, TB, mycotoxins in food 
crops, and vegetation dynamics 
in areas such as the wetlands,  
Namaqualand and Kalahari. 

Pollution Hunting Robot Fish

Real time robot "fish" developed by European scientists to improve 
pollution monitoring moved from the lab to the sea in a test at the 

northern Spanish port of Gijon.

CONTACT: NATASHA MAlAN

In an article, which is avai- 
lable from labotec, (email 
suem@labotec.co.za for your 
free copy) they describe how 
the tissue microarrays and slides 
are made, and how a rotary 
microtome with different cut-
ting modes and an automated 
Section Transfer System together 
ensure that high-quality, repro-
ducible sections are generated.

TMA sectioning within the 
Scilifelab Uppsala tissue profiling 
facility, using a Thermo Scientific 
HM355 microtome with peltier 
– cooled attachment (Thermo 

Scientific Cool Cut) and Thermo 
Scientific Section Transfer.

CONTACT: SUE McVICAR 

Heino Heyman from the Department of Plant Sciences University of Pretoria uses 
the Buchi  SpeedExtractor for extracting the secondary metabolites from South 
African plants for research to identify new active principals used in a variety of 
research projects 

Coating Keeps Tomato Sauce Flowing

One of the latest innovations from scientists at MIT is a new condiment 
lubricant, liquiglide, that makes the inside of bottles so slippery, nothing 
is left inside. This means no more pounding on the bottom of your tomato 

sauce containers - and a lot less wasted food.
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RELIAbLE HEATING AND STIRRING FOR 
ORGANIC & INORGANIC SYNTHESIS

The Organic and Inorganic Synthesis laboratory situated within the Natural Sciences Chemistry 
department at the University of Pretoria has finally replaced their Heidolph magnetic stirrers, 
which had an operational lifespan of around 20 years, with 41 brand new ones supplied by Labotec, 
Heidolph’s local agent.  

According to Dr Marilé landman 
from the Department, “Each step 
of a synthesis involves a chemi-
cal reaction which requires heat-
ing and stirring. The stirrers need 
to work hard, as they are used 
by post and undergraduate stu-
dents every day for the whole 
day, so we need reliable instru-
ments.”  “We know the original 
Heidolph magnetic stirrers had 

an exceptionally long and reli-
able operational lifespan, so it 
was a natural choice to replace 
them once again with Heidolph”.  

Organic and inorganic syn-
thesis is concerned with the 
construction of compounds via 
reactions, and each step of a syn-
thesis involves a chemical reac-
tion. The magnetics stirrers use a 
digital temperature control ther-
mometer to keep the reaction at 
a specific temperature for a spe-
cific time period. Starting with 
a simple extract normally isolat-
ed from nature, several synthe-
sis steps are completed one after 
the other until complete synthe-
sis takes place. Each step of the 
synthesis has particular reagents 
and conditions that need to be 
designed to give a good yield 
and a pure product.  

The Synthesis laborato -
ry is using the Heidolph MR 

POwERFUL COMbINATION FOR CRUSHING HARD MINERAL ZIRCON

The first combination disk mill in the country from German company Fritsch has been commissioned by Labotec at NECSA’s (South 
African Nuclear Energy Corporation) Applied Chemistry division, section Nuclear Materials.  The Fritsch mill and jaw crusher provides 
a powerful combination for crushing samples as large as 95mm down to a fineness of 100µm from raw form in a matter of seconds for 
the R&D’s mineral beneficiation projects.

this effective and easy process 
saves valuable time. 

Some preferred features of the 
combination mill are the espe-
cially solid thick-walled hous-
ing made from recyclable grey 
cast iron, safety features and the 
fast, easy cleaning.  The Fritsch 
Jaw Crusher P1 and Fritsch Disk 
Mill are mounted together onto a 
rack and connected to each oth-
er by a chute.  Material of up to 
3-5cm is automatically ground 
in a continuous operation down 

CONTACT: ATHISHA RAMPERSAD 

Hei-Standard model which has 
features that aligns with their 
needs.  The Kera Disk chemical-
ly resistant top plate allows for 
immediate heat transfer result-
ing in quick heat up times up to 
800W.  For durability, the sealed, 
fire-resistant aluminium die-cast 
housing protects all the mechan-
ical and electrical components 
from spills and aggressive environ-
ments. A separate on/off illumi-
nated button for heating prevents 
unintentional heat up, and should 
over temperature occur, the unit 
will power off completely.  In 
essence, the stirrers provide safe 
heating and mixing conditions, 
so students need not worry about 
anything, as these workhorses are 
set to operate for years to come.

Initially, the mills were com-
missioned successfully by using 
zircon ore as starting material. 
Zircon is a refractory material 
and therefore very hard and dif-
ficult to mill. It measures 7.5  on 
the mohs hardness scale (dia-
monds being the hardest at 10).  
By using a combination mill com-
prised of a jaw crusher and disk 
mill, fine crushing is achieved in 
a single step in seconds.  Accord-
ing to Dr Ettienne Snyders, sec-
tion head of Nuclear Materials, 

Powered By 
Footsteps

A new paper-thin generator 
that harnesses the mechanical 
energy of your steps has 
been invented. So far, the 
generators can only create 
enough power to run a small 
lCD panel, but scientist are 
hoping they could be used 
to power everything from 
portable electronics like 
phones to lighting systems. 
This is the world's first 'living' 
generators, using engineered 
viruses that convert force into 
electricity. 
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CONTACT: lylE HANEKOM 

Dr Ettienne Snyders, section head of 
Nuclear Materials at NECSA, uses a 
combination mill comprised of the 
Fritsch jaw crusher and disk mill to fine 
crush zircon ore from 3 cm in diameter 
to 100µm in a single step in seconds.  
This effective and easy process saves 
valuable time.

to fineness freely adjustable 
between 12mm and 0.1mm.  
This combination can also be 
used in pilot plant situations for 
fine grinding of up to 150kg per 
hour of hard-brittle and medium-
hard solids in continuous oper-
ation.  The zircon ore used by 
the Nuclear Materials section to 
commission the mill are around 
3 cm in diameter, and the crush-
ing / milling process down to a 
fineness of 100µm is achieved 
in a matter of seconds. 

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR
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REVOLUTIONARY SINGLE-USE 
SCALAbLE bIOREACTOR

MICROENCAPSULATION 
FOR ACTIVE COMPOUNDS

TwISTER: THE NEw 
PIPETTE wORKSTATION  

SPEED REGULATED wIRELESS 
VACUUM PUMP SYSTEM

Socorex Swiss has just released its new six-position pipette work 
station called the TwisterTM universal 336.  This unique design 
provides storage space for six pipettes of most brands.  Its 360° 
rotation enables quick and easy instrument selection. 

The ruggedly designed hand ter-
minal allows entry of the process 
parameters and monitoring, that is 
either docked to the vacuum sys-
tem or used as a portable wireless 
unit for communicating with the 
vacuum pump system.  Thanks to 
the remote control, the system can 
be stowed away under the work-
bench or in a fume hood, with no 
need for cable fittings. 

The new product is rated for a 
maximum flow rate of 50 liters 
per minute, which corresponds to 
3m3 per hour. Together with the 
outstanding ultimate vacuum (< 
2 mbar absolute), the result is very 
short process times. Depending 
on the requirements of a particu-
lar process, the flow rate can be 
regulated electronically via entries 
on the hand terminal.

Encapsulate your precious active compound. The Encapsulator 
B-390 and B-395 Pro made by BUCHI Labortechnik AG are designed 
for the immobilization of enzymes, drugs, flavours & fragrances, 
vitamins, oils, cells or microbes into a wide range of polymers, 
such as alginate, carrageen, cellulose sulphate, chitosan, gelatine or 
pectin, as well as waxes. Applications range from controlled release 
and protection systems to coatings of particles with functional 
groups, improvement of capsule stability, dosage and storage.

Two things stand out immediately about the new SC 950 electronically 
controlled vacuum pump system from KNF Lab: first the construction, 
with the small, space-saving footprint, and then the hand terminal 
with remote control. 

CONTACT: SAMPIE V VUUREN

Sartorius has announced the release of the BIOSTAT® STR 500L 
and 1000L, the latest addition to their well-known 50L and 200L 
BIOSTAT STR single-use bioreactor product family.

The proven stirred tank design of 
these large scale single-use bio-
reactors minimises any scale-up 
and scale-down risk.  These fer-
menters are ideal for clinical and 
commercial manufacture of mon-
oclonal antibodies, recombinant 
proteins and vaccines.  Custom-
ers can build on their extensive CONTACT: SAMPIE V VUUREN

process understanding created 
in stainless steel bioreactors and 
transfer their processes success-
fully into single use bioreactors 
and vice versa. 

CONTACT:  lOUIS VD HEEVER

CONTACT: NATASHA MAlAN

The Twister consits of only a few 
parts, making it simple to disas-
semble and reassemble for clean-
ing.  There is a selection of seven 
translucent colours, with inter-
changeable discs, that allows 
for pleasant eye catching colour 
combinations.

Curing Spider 
Phobia – Brain 
Remap

EU Goes To War 
With Superbugs

Therapy has cured spider 
phobia by rewiring the 
brain say researchers. Mere 
minutes of therapy quieted 
brain regions that process 
fear. Six months later, those 
areas remained less active 
than before therapy when 
participants viewed spider 
photos. LiveScience

The European Union 
pledged funds to find new 
antibiotics, its first effort to help 
drugmakers develop medicines 
to fight increasingly drug-
resistant superbugs. Europe's 
move comes amid growing 
efforts to try and get the first all-
new antibiotics onto the market 
for 30 years.  Nature
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Thermo Scientific has just released a series of general purpose laboratory refrigerators and freezers 
to complement and complete their existing product range.  Made with the same attention to quality 
as previous models, they are designed for sample protection, low energy consumption with a wide 
range of capabilities, which includes digital displays and security controllers. 

IDEAL EVERYDAY pH METER 

NEw GENERATION DYNAMIC TEMP CONTROL

SPECIAL APPLICATION FOR 
CENTRIFUGE

RS232 and USB interfaces to meet 
GlP requirements. 

These meters also feature 
unique advantages you won’t 
find in other meters such as 
direct Orion Star stirrer probe 
control, which makes it easier 
to maintain and place probes 
into samples, and selectable 
settings to meet your needs for 

a choice of pressure up to 1.7 bar 
and flow rates up to 40 lpm. They 
are maintenance free and will 
not emit oil vapour. The pumps 
also have adjustable pump 
capacities.  A huge identifying 
factor is the large industrial-
grade touch panel, which will 
give a clear well organised view 
of all the important information.  

The Orion Star A211 benchtop pH meter forms part of a new meter 
range from Thermo Scientific designed specifically to be durable 
and dependable for every sample, and for use every day. 

Julabo’s new Presto represents an entirely new generation of highly dynamic temperature control systems designed for precise temperature 
control and rapid temperature changes, making them ideal for reactor vessels, material stress tests, or temperature simulations.  

CONTACT: lOUIS VD HEEVER 

Both medium and large capacity 
varieties from the space-saving 400 
litres to the spacious 1400 litres, or 
the combination freezer/refrigera-
tors are available.  All the models 
are fitted with door locks for sam-
ple security and peace-of-mind, as 

well as an integrated digital con-
troller with temperature display 
and high/low alarms for the correct 
cabinet temperature.  The models 
also have access ports making the 
integration of secondary monitor-
ing systems simple.

The GPS refrigerator series 
can be supplied with a glass 
or solid door.  All refrigerators 
and freezers have an automatic 
defrost and bear the CE mark for 
quality standards.

CONTACT: ATHISHA RAMPERSAD 

CONTACT: KIRSTy COllARD 

The large, backlit graphic display 
clearly shows results with user ID, 
sample ID and easy-to-understand 
icons.  Anyone can use this meter 
with its plain language prompts, 
soft keys that update for easy selec-
tion.  Orion Star A211 shows pH/
MV/RmV and temperature with 
2000 data point memory with time 
and date stamp that combines with 

Presto units cover a working tem-
perature range of -40 to +250°C 
with 1.2 kW of cooling capacity 
and 2.8 kW of heating capacity.  
The highly efficient components 
allow extremely fast compensa-
tion of exothermic and endother-
mic reactions. 

The powerful magnetically-
coupled pumps are available in 

readings, response, accuracy 
and repeatability.  

This meter is IP54 rated to 
handle splashes and is wall 
mountable if table space is 
a problem.  Orion Star A211 

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR

Hettich has introduced the Rotofix 46 benchtop centrifuge, a 
cost effective solution for standard and specialty applications, 
which will be especially interesting for those working with 
special tubes. In  addition to the swing-out rotor for commonly 
used centrifuge tubes, it also accepts rotors for ASTM tubes, 
chrome bath tubes and Schlenk tubes, which widens the specialty 
applications to include areas such as organic and inorganic 
chemistry, preparatory and analytical chemistry, electroplating 
and petrochemistry.

CONTACT: ATHISHA RAMPERSAD 

A multiple interface permits 
remote control of the PRESTO 
across networks, and if combined 
with the Julabo Wireless TEMP 
solution, it permits completely 
wireless control of the unit.  
Presto is DIN and ISO 9001 
certified, and complies with strict 
international standards.

Driverless Cars

Nevada in the US has licensed 
Google to test its prototype 
driverless car on public roads. 
Assuming the technology 
eventually becomes commercially 
viable, how would a car that 
drives itself change the way we 
drive - and what might stay the 
same? BBC News

benchtop meter is sold with a 
three year meter replacement 
warrantee, making it the ideal 
choice for any laboratory.  
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Thermo Scientific Orion’s 
AQUAfast Chlorine and Turbidity 
meters are perfect for testing 
drinking, or wastewater in the 
field, plant or lab with their 
powerful features, and quick 
simple operation. They are small, 
portable, rugged in their IP67 
protection casings with large 
easy-to-read displays and very 
simple user interfaces.

Novasina has introduced the next generation of high quality, smart 
water activity meters, LabTouch-aw.  These meters are driven by the 
ease of use and fast menu access by a touch-screen combined with 
a semi-temperature-stabilized measurement chamber for consistent 
and reproducible aw value measurement results.  

QUICK CHLORINE & 
TURbIDITY METERS

FIRST wATER ACTIVITY METER 
wITH TOUCH SCREEN 

KJELDAHL FOR PROTEIN & 
OTHER APPS

These state-of-the-art units pro-
vide accurate and highly repro-
ducible results with an excellent 
recovery rate. It can be used 
for a variety of applications in 
analytical laboratories in food 
and beverage, feed, agricul-
tural, environmental, chemical 
and pharmaceutical industries. 
In addition to the traditional 
applications (Kjeldahl, Devarda, 
TKN), the K-360 can be used for 
an extended range of accepted 
distillation methods, including 
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those with regulated steam out-
put or requiring the dosage of 
strong acids. Examples include 
alcohol- and, phenol distilla-
tion and the determination of 
formaldehyde content, sulphur 
dioxide and volatile acids. These 
and many other applications are 
available free on request from 
labotec.

Büchi ’s range of KjelFlex 
K-360 digestion and distillation 
instruments can be matched to 
individual or changing needs 
at any time. By means of four 
add-on modules the customer 
can adjust the K-360 according 
to each individual application – 
before or after purchase.

The latest in Telstar’s line of laboratory freeze dryers makes it 
possible to carry out pre-freezing, primary drying, and secondary 
drying processes in a single device. The Telstar LyoQuest is 
the only freeze dryer on the market that combines all of these 
features into a single device so that users can work with different 
types of samples (vials, trays, ampoules, and flasks) using the 
same piece of equipment.

ONE-OF-A-KIND FREEZE 
DRYER wITH INTEGRATED 
PRE-FREEZING, PRIMARY 
AND SECONDARY DRYING 

In addition to being versatile, 
lyoQuest also allows users to 
create recipes involving tem-
perature and vacuum control, 
thanks to its PlC controller. The 
innovative design of this freeze 
dryer results in an extremely 
small unit with large conden-
sation capacity. The lyoQuest 
has a condensation capacity of 
8 liters.  Furthermore, its design 
makes it possible to pre-freeze 
products inside the device, 
often without the need for an 
additional freezer.

CONTACT: NATASHA MAlAN

By using the latest sensor and 
measurement technology cou-
pled with re-usable humidity 
calibration standards, they pro-
vide an economical and easy-to 
–work- with solution to precision 
water activity measurements.

CONTACT: KIRSTy COllARD

CONTACT: RyNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

CONTACT: ATHISHA RAMPERSAD 

Crushing 2012 Mayan Apocalypse Claims

Scientists at NASA's Jet Propulsion 
laboratory have addressed the 
belief that the calendar used by the 
ancient Mayan civilization comes 
to a sudden end in December 
2012 and will conincide with a 
cataclysmic, world-ending event: 
"Their calendar does not end on 
December 21, 2012; it's just the 
end of the cycle and the beginning 
of a new one”. 

An excavation of an 
archaeological site in 
Guatemala has uncovered 
Mayan astronomical records 
dating to the ninth century 
A.D. that predates existing 
Mayan records.  This finding 
suggests numbers that refer to 
dates far into the future.
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IMAGE PARTICLE 
SIZERS

A choice of different tubing sets 
allow the user to quickly change 
between these three opera-
tion modes making VIAFIll a 
uniquely versatile tool for labo-
ratories, which perform a range 
of different applications includ-
ing reagent or media dispensing, 
cell seeding, plate washing or 
serial dilutions. Designed with 
a colour touch screen user inter-
face using the VIAFIll is high-
ly intuitive, enabling new users 

The safest and most efficient 
way of cooling and stirring 
round bottomed flasks, beakers 
and test tubes to -78°C is by 
using the new Cool-it insulated 
bowls that will neatly fit on top 
of a standard stirring hotplate.  
The advantages of Heidolph’s 
Cool-it is that it will keep your 
sample below  -70°C for up to 
5 times longer than a plastic 
bowl, and your reactions below 
-70°C for twice as long as a glass 
dewar.

The Sartorius M-Class precision 
balances are designed to 
produce quick, fast measuring 
results but with no compromise 
on weighing technology and 
reliability. This range focuses 
on the essential must-haves, 
but still has the capability to 
cater for everyone. Choose a 
range suitable for your need; 
from the M-Prove, M-Power, or 
M-Pact, they stretch from the 
compact, portable precision 
balances for  the natural 
sciences, to high resolution 
analy t ical  balances with 
automatic calibration (60g up 
to 10kg). 

Here are the features of the two 
new models of the ANAlySETTE 
28 at a glance:

NEW ANAlySETTE 28 
ImageSizer
•	 for analysis of particle shape 

and size of powders and 
bulk solids
•	wide measuring range 20 µm 

– 20 mm
•	 comprehensive library for 

morphological analysis 
•	 practical tools for quality 

monitoring 
•	 automatic measurement and 

analysis via SOPs and report 
generator 

MULTIPURPOSE LIQUID 
HANDLING INSTRUMENT

COOL IT FOR MAGNETIC 
STIRRER 

bALANCES FOR FIRST TIME 
USERS

to quickly benefit from the pro-
ductivity enhancing benefits of 
the system.

The design has focused only on the 
essential features needed to ensure 
quick, fast measuring results, 
which makes it easy enough for 
even a first time user to handle.

INTEGRA has announced VIAFILL™ – a ground breaking new 
product that delivers high performance bulk reagent dispensing, 
multichannel pipetting and microplate washing capabilities all from 

Fritsch has introduced two new particle sizer models for measuring 
the shape and size of powders and bulk solids as well as suspensions 
and emulsions with a digital image analyser to make the process 
simple, flexible and extremely reliable.  They are the Fritsch 
Analysette 28 Image Sizer and Image Tec. 

CONTACT: RyNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

a single multipurpose instrument. 

NEW ANAlySETTE 28 
ImageTec
•	 for analysis of particle shape 

and size in suspensions and 
emulsions
•	wide measuring range 1 µm 

– 2 mm
•	 5 lenses for automatic adjust-

ment of the measuring range
•	 comprehensive library for 

morphological analysis 
•	practical tools for quality 

monitoring 
•	 automatic measurement and 

analysis via SOPs and report 
generator 

CONTACT: lylE HANEKOM 

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR
Strange Breed 
Turns Heads

Chlorine 
Substituted in Big 
Apple’s Drinking 
Water

A puppy boom is under way, 
as Barbet boosters aim to 
turn a rare variety of French 
water dog into a bona fide 
breed. Owners of the shaggy 
pooches say their benefits 
include an allergy-resistant 
coat and a family-friendly, 
energetic personality. Wall 
Street Journal

NEW YORK'S ASHOKAN 
RESERVOIR: New York City 
is turning to ultraviolet (UV) 
technology to supplement its 
use of chlorine for drinking 
water disinfection.
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HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 6553 HALFWAY HOUSE 1685 TEL: (011) 315 5434 FAX: (011) 315 5882
CAPE TOWN: PO Box 790 HOWARD PLACE        7450 TEL: (021) 531 7660 FAX: (021) 531 7690
DURBAN: PO Box 178 UMHLANGA ROCKS  4320 TEL: (031) 566 4870 FAX: (031) 566 4875
BLOEMFONTEIN:    TEL: (051) 436 9532 FAX: (051) 436 9532

                                          Email: sales@labotec.co.za   Home page: www.labotec.co.za
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LAbOTEC TEAMbUILDING : bACK TO 1928 
CHICAGO CAPERS AND AL CAPONE

Labotec staff were invited to a teambuilding event of suspense, mayhem, and intrigue. A gathering of “the family”, or a murder 
mystery lunch where they had so much fun it was almost criminal. Each person was given a special invitation with their own character 
part set in Chicago 1928; the time of the notorious gangster Al Capone, swinging jazz, flapper dresses, prohibition laws against 
gambling and drink, and classics cars such as the elegant Packard Deluxe Eight Sport Phaeton. The staff transformed themselves 
into characters such as Molly, the society dame from New York, Ernest, Chicago’s most colourful millionaire and inveterate 
gambler and Silky the slinky nightclub dame. “Guests” at the gathering had to solve a murder mystery, and everyone was a suspect.   
After much ado and suspecting and solving the “crime”, the management presented the top achievers from Labotec for the past year. The 
Sales award for the highest growth in her area went to Kelly McCallum. All the winners will be breaking away to a mystery location to 
relax and have fun.

Radhi Narainsamy, 
won the labotec 
Wild Card Award.

Rynae vd Weshuizen, 
wins labotec Internal Sales 
and has been promoted to 
Product Manager.

Kobus Kotze is 
our new Assistant 
Accountant.

Nthambiso Ndema, 
joined the labotec 
workshop as the 
new Internal Service 
Technician.

Natasha Malan, with 
her new Baby liane', 
born on the 14th of May.

Stephen V. Nierop, 
new at labotec 
Internal Sales.

Stefan Harth

Johan Schoeman

Jerry Mokwena, 
won labotec Best 
Performer in Stores.

Darren Barr has 
joined the Export 
Division.

Tots Moodley, 
won the prize 
for labotec Best 
Internal Performer.

Elizabeth Selepe, 
from labotec 
Debtors Department 
recently got married.

Kirsty Collard, won 
the labotec Wild 
Card Performer Prize.

Kelly McCullum, won 
labotec Sales Person of the 
year. She also completed the 
2012 Comrades Marathon.

Evert Schrenk, 
labotec's new 
Service Technician.

Athisha Rampersad, 
Wins labotec Product 
Manager of the year.

Melanie Stradi, has joined 
labotec's Internal Sales Team.


