
30 YEARS
OF PARTNERSHIP

CELEBRATING

Purelab® Chorus scoops Gold at the A’ Design Awards

EQUIPMENT DESIGN 
AWARDS

PARTNERS FOR  
THREE DECADES

The date September 1979 and August 1984 mark the beginning of three 
partnerships with Labotec. This year we celebrate 35 years partnership 
with Fritsch GMBH and Forma Scientific (now Thermo Fisher Scientific) 
and 30 years with Parr Instrument Company. 

Jim Nelson, President and COO of Parr Instrument Company says, “it is partnerships 
like the one we have with Labotec that has enabled Parr to grow our exports 
and become the world leader in Pressure Equipment."
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Idar-Oberstein in Germany is the home of Fritsch, manufacturers of Sample 
preparation and sizing equipment, and it is from this beautiful town popular 
for its gemstone mining we have been importing to Southern Africa for 35 years.

…Continued on p2

Viaflo Assist Pipetting Assistant wins Red Dot Design Award

The ELGA LabWater PURELAB® Chorus has 
won its first award, the renowned Golden A' 
Design Award in the Scientific Instruments, 
Medical Devices and Research Equipment 
Design Category. It was chosen as a winner 
among thousands of submissions by the 
international awarding commission of the 
A' Design Awards & Competitions.

INTEGRA Biosciences has received a 
Red Dot Design Award for its innovative 
VIAFLO ASSIST - a new laboratory device 
that, in combination with a VIAFLO II 
electronic handheld pipette, enables 
the pipette’s protocols to be performed 
automatically. With its origins dating 
back to 1955, the Red Dot Design Award 
ranks among the most renowned 
design competitions in the world.

"Forma and Labotec, 35 years of shared confidence, success and growth. We trust 
this story will last for many more years", says Wendy Visser from Thermo Scientific. 
She added, “more than ever Forma CO2 incubators are still a leading world brand. 
Forma now being part of Thermo Scientific has unrivalled capacities of innovation."
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CONTROLLING WATER ACTIVITY IN 
EFFERVESCENTS AT AVIZ LABS

Ever since moving to their current premises two years ago, contract manufacturer for nutraceuticals 
Aviz Laboratories has upgraded their 3000m2 manufacturing and packing facility in line with 
Pharmaceutical Standards, and succeeded in growing its effervescent manufacturing by meeting 
customer demands and enabling more flexibility. Subsequently, with the event of a new product 
using effervescents packaged in sachets instead of the usual capsules, the R&D has been hard at 
work to solve the problems associated with the effervescent reactions of the dry powder triggered 
by heat and free water while still in the sachet packaging. 

production process, the new effervescent can be 
successfully packaged in a sachet, and no reaction 
will take place. 

The laboratory also has future plans in mind for 
the Novasina LabMaster-aw.  This includes testing 
the microbial growth stability in liquid formations 
and utilising the information in quality management 
and product optimisation. Another application plan 
is to correlate water activity with moisture content of 
hard tablets, and monitor how it will affect the total 
hardness and quality thereof. All products produced 
at Aviz Labs are tested against their label claims, 
market acceptance, safety and stability, and water 
activity levels is now an integral part of that testing.

Since the sachets cannot be packaged with a 
desiccant to absorb free water as is done with the 
original capsule packaging, the laboratory at Aviz 
needed to find another approach to this problem. 
To do this, Avis loaned the Novasina LabMASTER 
water activity meter from Labotec to determine at 
which point the stability and integrity of the new 
product was kept intact, and if, in fact, this would 
be the answer to the production problem they 
were encountering.After extensive testing, it was 
found that relative humidity of the room and the 
water activity of the product needed to be at very 
specific levels before, during and after manufacture 
and packaging to alleviate this problem.

The Lab Master –aw is the only instrument in the 
world that enables measurements under precisely 
controlled temperature conditions, selectable in the 
range 0°C to 50°C while using different probes for 
high precision water activity (aw) values between 0.03 
and 1.00 aw. After repeated testing, the core exact 
aw values ideal for manufacture were ascertained. 
The loan unit at Aviz has since been replaced with a 
permanent model by Labotec after findings of how 
important the water activity and relative humidity 
measurements were in controlling and preventing an 
effervescent reaction from taking place. So in effect, 
just by monitoring and controlling this variable and 
the relative room humidity at various stages of the 

PARTNERS FOR THREE DECADES
...Continued from p1

Parr Instrument Company is located in Illinois, USA 
and specialises in the design and manufacture of 
lab instruments and apparatus for testing fuels and 
conducting chemical reactions and tests under 
heat and pressure.  "We will do our best in the next 
30 years to continue to support our South African 
agents with continued quality, reliable delivery, and 
new and innovative products to bring to market” 
says Jim Nelson. 

These milestone achievements have spanned three 
decades where many changes in history and business 
have taken place. “We look back to those first days, 
when embargoes were being discussed against South 

Africa, when Mr Mandela was released from prison 
in 1990 and when we became a democracy in 1994. 
Our elections this year celebrated our own 20 years 
of freedom”, says Stefan Harth, Managing Director at 
Labotec. He added that, “a lot has happened since 
we signed up with Parr, Fritsch and Thermo Fisher 
Scientific, but it seems that our relationship has 
remained unchanged and has gone from strength 
to strength. We celebrate this union and thank our 
principals for their loyalty and support over the 
years”. “We, of course, look forward to the future and 
in continuing these fine partnerships!”

SILVER SUGARBUSH PROTEA 
HOME TO NEW YEAST SPECIES

Two new endemic yeast species were recently 
described that are quite uniquely linked only 
to South African proteas and also the insects 
that live on them. They are Metschnikowia 
drakensbergensis sp. nov. and Metschnikowia 
caudate sp. nov.

The tiny titans in question are bits of strontium 
monofluoride, dropped to 2.5 thousandths of 
a degree above absolute zero through a laser 
cooling and isolating process called magneto-
optical trapping. They are the coldest molecules 
ever achieved through direct cooling, and they 
represent a physics milestone likely to prompt 
new research in areas ranging from quantum 
chemistry to tests of the most basic theories 
in particle physics.

PHYSICISTS HAVE CHILLED 
THE WORLD’S COOLEST 
MOLECULE

Bacteria growing in near darkness use a previously 
unknown process for harvesting energy and 
producing oxygen from sunlight, scientists have 
discovered. The discovery lays the foundation 
for further research aimed at improving plant 
growth, harvesting energy from the sun, and 
understanding dense blooms like those now 
occurring on Lake Erie and other lakes worldwide.

HOT-SPRING BACTERIA 
REVEAL ABILITY TO USE 
FAR-RED LIGHT FOR 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZEN
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“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” This famous quote from the late Nelson Mandela 
set the challenge for the Labotec team on the 18 July when their largely scientific staff 
dedicated more than 67 minutes of their time adding colour and painting the very white 
walls of the new “pre-fabricated container school” Noordwyk Primary down the road from 
their offices in Midrand. 

COLOUR MAGIC ON MANDELA DAY

Mandela Day is a call to action for individuals – 
for people everywhere – to take responsibility  
for changing the world into a better place, 
one small step at a time. Labotec staff decided 
to join in the Mandela campaign, by adding 
a little colour magic to an under-privileged 
school in the area and invited every one 
of the staff to help. The school is made 
from white pre-fabricated containers and 
needed a personality, and adding colours 
has made it more child-friendly and happier-
looking than before. ”The learners love  
the pictures, they keep walking past and 
touching them to as to make sure that it is really  
real! Thank you to Labotec for adding value 
to learners’ lives” says the Headmistress 
Lynelle Marx.

The school opened in January this year 
in response to the huge influx of learners 
to Midrand, and not enough schools to 
accommodate the demand. Although the 
school is “mobile” in terms of the containers 
for classrooms,” Lynelle Marx commented, “we 
are a mobile school, but we don’t teach mobile. 
The full CAPS (Curriculum Assessment Policy 

Document) curriculum is followed”. The school 
already has 361 learners, and in 2015 will need to 
scale up to accommodate close to 600 learners. A 
feeding programme is also provided for the learners.

Labotec has in addition to the painting and 
paint, donated scientific glassware towards the 
Science Laboratory classroom that is in the process 
of being set up. If you would like to assist the school 
with any donation, you may email Noordwykps@
gmail.com, or visit the school at 115, 9th Road, 
Noordwyk, Midrand. 

Learners in the Science lab class at Noordwyk Primary using 
glassware sponsored by Labotec for their candle / starved 
oxygen experiment…

MOISTURE ACADEMY

Labotec hosted a Moisture Academy with guest speaker, Arthur Martel from Sartorius in Germany, 
which took place at three locations around the country. 

Ar thur Mar tel l  spoke about the basics 
of thermogravimetric moisture analysis, 
methodologies and procedures that should be 
used to evaluate moisture content in products. 
The talk was represented by a myriad of delegates 
from various industries who also learnt about  
the types of analysers that can be used  
such as oven drying methods, infrared and 
microwave analysers. 

L - R Arthur Martell, Rynau vd Westhuizen, Stefan Harth

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZENDelegates attending the Midrand Moisture Academy
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The new TURBOVAC (T) 350-450 i turbomolecular pump from Oerlikon 
Leybold Vacuum will allow you to optimise pump down times and 
consistently hit your target in terms of pressures and gas flows. Designed 
to offer the best performance/size ratio in the ISO 100 and 160 size 
range, they feature a cutting edge rotor and drag stage design resulting  
in high performance and unparalleled pumping speed, especially for  
light gases. These pumps have diverse applications in analytical  
technology fields, research and development, life sciences, industrial and 
coating applications.

Hettich has a new micro centrifuge called the Mikro 185, and with its 
choice of four rotors that can hold 12, 18 or 24 samples, it is much more 
flexible and can satisfy a variety of requirements. All the separation steps 
necessary in molecular biological or PCR applications that do not require 
cooling can be performed rapidly and reliably.

GIANT LEAP IN VACUUM 
PERFORMANCE

SEPARATION WITH 
MICROLITRE CENTRIFUGE 

Spin column kits (minipreps) can  
also be used, which is facilitated  
by the special 1213 rotor design.  
A maximum RCF of 17,008 can 
be achieved thus making this 
an ideal space saving, compact, 
high-performance centrifuge for 
individual workstations in a research 
laboratory. The parameters time, 
RPM and RCF can easily be set via 
arrow keys. Practical features exist 
such as a pulse button for short 
runs. Although compact in design, 
the unit is highly stable when in  
operation. Once centrifugation is 
concluded, the lid of the centrifuge 
opens automatically. 

The advantages at a glance : 
• Flexible & Fast: High level of 

product flexibility – a perfect match 
for your application requirements

• Plug & Play: Simple and easy 
installation, operation and control 
thanks to flexible product design, 
integrated electronics and wide 
range of communication interfaces 

• Fit & Forget: Superior reliability 
due to an innovative pump and 
bearing design which offers the 
only maintenance and oil free 
hybrid bearing pump in the  
market. 

CENTRIFUGE BUCKET WITH 
SINGLE-HAND CLAMP LOCK 

Hettich have just introduced carriers with single-hand clamp locks to 
enable safer, efficient and more convenient sample processing.

The carr iers of fer a practical 
solution with a lock that can easily 
be opened and closed with only 
one hand. The space between the 
lid and the clamp is big enough 
to allow the closed carriers to be 
easily and safely carried by the 
clamp to a centrifuge, workbench 
or another working space. This 
carrier is sealed to prevent aerosol 
formation when the clamp is in the 
central position. When the clamp is 
in the “Close” position, the carrier 
can be centrifuged without aerosol 
formation. Hettich carriers are 
available for their models: Rotanta 
460, Rotina 420 and Universal 320, 
and are certified to DIN standards.

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

CONTACT: LOUIS VD HEEVER

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

Made in Germany, the Vivo circulators from Julabo are quality 
made and affordable. Designed for routine heating and cooling 
applications, the units are extremely easy to set up and use and offer 
the ideal cost performance solution. All Vivo temperature control 
instruments are manufactured in adherence to DIN German standards 

The working temperature range 
from -25 to +85°C is controlled via 
PID and a strong 1500 W heater 
for fast heating times. Two options 
exist; the RT2 or RT4 model with 
slightly different dimensions and 
specifications from each other, 
but ultimately both have a small 
footprint with a drain for easy 
emptying in the front, as well as 
compressor based cooling.

VIVO CIRCULATORS

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR 

LASER DEVICE MAY 
END PIN PRICKS FOR 
DIABETICS 
The new monitor uses a laser, instead 
of blood sample, to read blood sugar 
levels. The laser is directed at the 
person’s palm, passes through skin 
cells and is partially absorbed by sugar 
molecules, allowing researchers to 
calculate the level of blood sugar. Photo credit: David Bilton

CAPE’S NEW SPECIES 
OF WATER BEETLE
Seven new species of water beetles 
have been discovered in the 
Cederberg, Swartberg mountain 
area in the Cape.

and comply with European CE requirements. 
They are ideal for tasks such as controlling 
the temperature of samples in a circulating 
bath, cooling condensers, material testing,   
and in sample preparation for serology. 
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CBG Biotech is rolling out its updated 9 and 19 liter Freshtake Solvent 
Recycler. The most notable change is the upgraded touchscreen controller 
with graphical interface and increased information being made available 
to customers to greatly enhance user experience and ease of operation. 

FRESHTAKE SOLVENT 
RECYCLER 

Responding to customer suggestions, 
the 9 Liter Freshtake Solvent 
Recycler has the processing tank 
waste drain easily accessible to the 
user in the front of the Recycler. 

CONTACT: EILEEN FOUCHE

The new Labotec laboratory trolleys have been crafted in stainless steel 
– both the frame and shelves – for robust construction and easy hygienic 
cleaning. The units are easy to assemble and two models are available, 
model 555 with two shelves and model 556 with three shelves. All shelving 
has a carrying capacity of 50kg.

ALL ABOUT HYGIENE

The large easy glide castor wheels 
with their vibration absorbing tyres 
ensure ease of manoeuvrability. 
These tyres won't mark the floors, 
and due to their size there will be 
no snagging on floor joints or lift 
entrances. In addition, the shelves 
are situated at a convenient height 
for easy transfer of items from any 
laboratory work bench. 

NEW VERSION OF LYOBETA 

The Telstar Lyobeta range of 
laborator y free ze - dr ye rs is  
specially designed for the field  
of experimentation, research  
and formulation to develop  
recipes in pharmaceutical freeze-
drying processes. 

The new version of the Lyobeta, which 
offers the flexibility, performance 
and small foot print required in 
a laboratory unit, incorporates 
developments related to process 
control, including a PLC-based 
control system and improvements 
to control and programming 
capabilities, management software 
and interface features, to make it 
the most complete, efficient and 
convenient pilot unit on the market. 

The new series is offering the 
following improvements: more user-
friendly interface: wider 6,5” colour 
touch screen LCD; improved PLC 
control and programming capabilities; 

more extensive range of interfaces 
to external devices (USB, PC,…) for 
monitoring and archiving purposes; 
improved SCADA-based management 
software; new options, such as control 
of the process by means of weight 
variation of the product, additional 
temperature sensors and simplified 
installation procedure. 

CONTACT: ATHISHA SINGH

The International Harmonisation of Stability Tests for Medicines by 
the ICH committee as well as the shelf-life of foodstuffs, cosmetics 
and packaging during transportation, storage and use require 
suitable test chambers for the execution of stability tests. The Weiss 
Umwelttechnik GmbH Pharma series has developed Stability Test 
Systems, which fulfil the high requirements with regard to precision, 
reliability and reproducibility. The Pharma series of climate cabinets 
is now available in 4 different sizes (280, 600, 1300 and 2000 litres), 
the smaller one with 280L has been added. 

PHARMA STABILITY TEST 
CABINET ACCORDING  
TO ICH GUIDELINE Q1A 

The temperature precision is 
adjusted to the range from +5°C 
to 60°C and optimised with regard 
to the ICH values regarding this, the 
relative humidity can be adjusted 
from 20% to 90% using a patented 
steam humidification system (Sterile 
Steam System) in which the water 
introduced into the system is sterile 
evaporated at 140°C. To save space 
the units can be stacked.

The waste container itself as been 
replaced by a new heat-resistant 
and reusable waste bag that is  
p lace d in  a  removable  sp i l l 
containment tray. The waste bag is 
easily connected to the waste drain 
and is firmly sealed – so there are no 
solvent odors from the waste drain 
or the waste bag contents! 

The Freshtake Solvent Recyclers 
have removable doors that are  
installed for the fill station and the 
recovery station, as well as the  
waste stations. The doors serve  
to reduce the chance of spillage  
from the carboys in these stations, 
and there  is  enhance d sp i l l 
containment built into the unit  
design, and separate stations for 
Recycled Alcohol and Ethanol Waste. 

An international team of scientists 
recently published the genome of 
Brassica napus-commonly known as 
canola -- in the journal Science. Their 
discovery paves the way for improved 
versions of the plant, which is used 
widely in farming and industry.

CANOLA GENOME SEQUENCE REVEALS 
EVOLUTIONARY ‘LOVE TRIANGLE’

ORGAN GROWTH REPROGRAMMING

Credit: MRC Centre for Regenerative 
Medicine, University of Edinburgh

Scientists have grown a fully functional 
organ from transplanted laboratory-
created cells in a living animal for the 
first time. Left: Specialised thymus 
cells were created in the lab from a 
completely different cell type using 
a technique called reprogramming. 
Right: The laboratory-created cells 
were transplanted onto a mouse 

kidney to form an organised and functional 
mini-thymus in a living animal.
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DYNAMIC IMAGE ANALYSIS

Advantages of ANALYSETTE 28 ImageSizer: 
• Extra-wide measuring range 20 μm – 20 mm
• High-performance camera with 4 telecentric lenses
• Extensive library for morphological analysis
• Practical tools for reliable quality monitoring
• Simple operation via SOP control and report generator

The analysis of particle shape and size by Digital Image Analysis 
with the ANALYSETTE 28 ImageSizer and ImageTec from German 
company Fritsch is effective, user-friendly and guarantees accurate 
results in the range of 20 µm – 20 mm. Especially useful for analysing 
dry, free-flowing powders and bulk solids, the optical analysis 
identifies particle shape, size, damaged particles, contaminates, 
agglomerates or oversized- or undersized-particles, which are 
recognised accurately and quickly and can be viewed as single 
images. The measuring time, depending on the sample quantity, 
is below 5 minutes and the result is available immediately.

The new Pharma 250-L Photostability Test Cabinet is characterised by ideal 
light, UV, temperature and humidity distribution and hence guarantees 
absolutely reproducible light, UV and climate conditions. The lighting 
installations used correspond to the ICH guideline Q1B Option 2 and 
permit photostability tests to be carried out within less than 100 hours. 

HOMOGENEOUS 
ILLUMINATION OF SPECIMENS

in Lux hours and in Watt hours per 
m². Moreover, warning and alarm 
limit values can be specified for all 
parameters which can be recorded 
automatically. The required relative air 
humidity is generated with a patented 
steam humidification system and the 

humidity measurement is 
carried out by means of a 
capacitive humidity sensor.

The new Secura® range from Sartorius is composed of 9 models and three 
different design styles to choose from with weighing capacities ranging 
from 220g to 1100g. The highlight of this range incorporates an advanced 
weighing concept to ease the workload, plus advanced compliance features 
to relieve you from time-consuming documentation and monitoring tasks.

Se cur a  b a lances  have b e en 
equipped with an optoelectronic 
sensor that continuously checks to 
see if the balance is perfectly level. 
If it detects any out-of-tolerances, 
you will be immediately alerted to 
this pending risk and see specific 
guidance prompts to help you level 

the balance. During levelling, you 
will not have to change your seated 
position. More importantly, when 
working with toxic substances under 
a laboratory fume hood, you will not 
have to lean over the balance while 
levelling it. As a result, Secura® rules 
out the risk of health hazards. The 
Secura is also equipped with isoCAL 
internal calibration and adjustment 
function to rule out any risk associated 
with temperature fluctuations. 

WEIGHING WITH 
INTELLIGENT PROTECTION

The SilentCrusher M range of Homogenizers from Heidolph Instruments 
features a patented high-speed, magnetic driveless technology with a 
true, maintenance-free motor thanks to a magnet coil drive for smooth 

SILENT HOMOGENIZER

operation and extremely low noise, a feature that 
cannot be found in other homogenizer brands in the 
marketplace today. Its applications under vacuum 
runs down to 20mbar or pressure up to 6bar. The 
unique and truly driveless technology allows for 
uncountable years of maintenance-free operation, 
eliminating down times and spare part costs. 

CONTACT: ASHMITA RAJKUMAR

CONTACT: RYNAU VD WESTHUIZEN

CONTACT: LYLE HANEKOM

In order to record the light and 
UV intensity, this system can be 
equipped with corresponding light 
and UV sensors that can be displayed 
both graphically and numerically. 
By upgrading the system, entering 
the target values is possible both 

The SilentCrusher M homogenizers are perfect 
for clean room applications because they operate 
with no fan. Their scope of application ranges from 
biotechnology, sample preparation in medicine, 
enzymatic treatment in food industry as well as 
applications in pharmaceutical, cosmetic, paint, 
lacquer and petrochemistry. 

BEE LINEAGE CHANGED?
In a study published in Nature Genetics, 
researchers from Uppsala University 
present the first global analysis of 
genome variation in honeybees. The 
findings show a surprisingly high level 
of genetic diversity in honeybees, 
and indicate that the species most 
probably originates from Asia, and 
not from Africa as previously thought.
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Buchi’s Dumas analyzer DuMaster D-480 makes them the only provider 
of the three most widely used key technologies for nitrogen and protein 
determination – Kjeldahl, Dumas and NIR. Whatever is required, be it 
quality control for declaration purposes, inspection of incoming or outgoing 
goods, at-line production control, the new Master series with KjelMaster 
K-375, DuMaster D-480, and NIRMaster Pro IP65 covers all needs. 

Parr Instrument Company offers a wide choice of design options of Stirred 
and Non-stirred Pressure Vessels to meet the users’ individual installation or 
operating requirements for laboratory procedures that must be performed 
under pressure at elevated temperatures.

THREE KEY TECHNOLOGIES 

PRESSURE/TEMP REACTORS 
DIVERSIFY

DRYING AND CURING  
TO ISO STANDARD

The more volumous 2000 litre Labotec Industrial Drying Ovens found in 
mining, pharmaceutical and general industry applications can be used 
for drying, curing and ageing operations with more space to fit in more 
load. Recently, Labotec supplied a client in the Military Industry with a 
new 2000 litre oven for their assembly plant. The new unit is a replacement 
oven and is used for drying and curing parts that are manufactured in 
accordance with ISO standards, and tested, qualified and manufactured 
to NATO specifications. 

The Labotec Drying Oven is used for 
curing and drying components prior 
to assembly. Once the components 
have been sandblasted and chemically 
treated, they are cured in the oven. 
Thereafter these components are 
further coated and dried at higher 
temperatures. These robust and 
reliable drying ovens operate using 

There are many different factors 
to consider in modern protein 
determination in food and feed: 
consistence and variation of the 
sample matrix, random access 
versus batch processing, compliance 
with internal or official regulations,  
versatile use for different analyses. 
Buchi has mastered all  three 
complementary technologies at the 
highest quality level combined with 
efficient and personalised service. 

Now, in response,  to several 
customer requests, and as a result 
of manufacturing multiple vessels 
with similar specifications, Parr 
are pleased to formally introduce 
modified versions of these vessels 
with a 4400 psi @ 500 °C rating. Recent 
additions to this line have included 
new sizes, new temperature and 
pressure combinations and new 
self-sealing closures, all designed to 
provide convenient vessels for the 
application at hand. 

These reactors are used in many 
branches of chemical technology. 
Catalytic Hydrogenation with its 
associated catalyst development  
and testing is certainly one of the 
principal applications of these 
reactors with their excellent three 
phase mixing designs. Polymer 
development is another major area 
of application. Additionally, the 

solid state switching, and the 2000 
litre ovens also offer a convenient 
purpose built push-in trolley making 
it easier to load and offload the 
components outside the oven. 

CONTACT: NATATSHA MALAN

CONTACT: LOUIS VD HEEVER

vessels have been used extensively 
in hydrometallurgical applications. 

“Pure water is a fundamental, if often overlooked, part of just about 
every lab. Playing a pivotal role in everything from glassware washing 
and media preparation to the most sensitive of molecular biological and 
analytical techniques, the impact of water purity on the consistency, 
reliability and validity of results should not be underestimated”, 
says Dr Paul Whitehead, R&D Laboratory Manager, ELGA LabWater. 

MANAGING AN EFFICIENT 
LABORATORY: THE IMPACT 
OF WATER PURITY

In his paper “Managing an 
efficient laboratory: The impact 
of water purity”, he documents 
and discusses tap water problems, 
purity vs cost efficiency, water 
qual i t y vs applicat ion and 
confidence in compliance. For your 
free copy of this paper, please email 
natashak@labotec.co.za. 

CONTACT: NATASHA MALAN

SUPERBUG 
BREAKTHROUGH
Scientists have made a breakthrough 
in the fight against the most 
resistant hospital superbugs. The 
first innovative antibacterial gel 
that acts to kill Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa, staphylococci and 
E.coli using natural proteins has 
been developed. 
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AMANDA:
1. I would rather…Read a good book
2. My other name is …Mendy
3. My friends say I am…Gentle souled
4. My favourite aphrodisiac is…

Chocolate
5. On the weekend you will find 

me…Strolling and eating ice 
cream on the beach

6. I cant live without …Music

7. You cant beat a good…Movie
8. My sidekick’s name is…Sipho

GAYTON:
1. I would rather…be where I am 

than be where I didn’t want to be
2. My other name is…Rayton 

because I drive a lot
3. My friends say I am…Crazy
4. My favourite afrodisiac 

is…*censored*
5. On a weekend you will find me…

Gaming hard
6. I can’t live without…Air
7. You can’t beat a good…Meal
8. My sidekick’s name is…Kerwin  

A.K.A Ker

JOANNE:
1. I would rather…not be anywhere 

than where I am right now!
2. My other name is…Jo
3. My friends say I am…always 

laughing
4. My favourite afrodisiac is…

chocolate!
5. On a weekend you will find me…

being a real Vaalie and going to 
the beach!

6. I can’t live without…Sunshine!
7. You can’t beat a good…glass of 

wine
8. My sidekick’s name is…Dave 

ELZANNE:
1. I would rather… wear flowers in  

my hair than diamonds around  
my neck

2. My other name is…. Zanie
3. My friends say I am…caring, free 

spirited and stubborn
4. My favourite afrodisiac is…red 

wine
5. On a weekend you will find me….

on the beach
6. I can’t live without…My sister, my 

pets,the ocean and watermelon
7. You can’t beat a good…sunrise run 

on the promenade with my dogs
8. My sidekick’s name is…Maverick 

and Lola

HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 6553 HALFWAY HOUSE 1685 TEL: (011) 315 5434 FAX: (011) 315 5882
CAPE TOWN: PO Box 790 HOWARD PLACE     7450 TEL: (021) 531 7660 FAX: (021) 531 7690
DURBAN: PO Box 178 UMHLANGA ROCKS  4320 TEL: (031) 566 4870 FAX: (031) 566 4875

Email: sales@labotec.co.za  Home page: www.labotec.co.za
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IT’S ABOUT FUSION CUISINE – LABOTEC STAFF CHALLENGE

Labotec teambuilding took on a different challenge this year with the staff being lured out of the office with the promise of delicious food. The twist 
was that they had to create and cook it themselves and produce a delicious fusion of Afro-Euro cuisine in a Masterchef style competition, which took 
most out of their comfort zone since the menu everyone had to create was elaborately more complicated than usual. Fortunately, Labotec staff took 
to the challenge with gusto and enthusiasm, which was enhanced by the charming surroundings of Bundu kitchen in Chartwell. 

In addition to the teambuilding 
activities, top performers at Labotec 
were rewarded for their performances 

the past year, with the main prize 
going to the sales person of the year, 
Natasha Malan. 

DURBAN BRANCH 
REFRESHED

The sands of time are shifting in Durban. Here is our brand new team on the 
beach. Well almost, Radhika Gungabisson is the stalwart with 28 years of 
service at the Durban branch, and she would normally answer the phone 
and attend to internal sales issues. Joanne Shackleton, the new Branch 
Manager, and Gayton Peacock, technical support, have relocated from 
the Midrand office. Our new sales representatives Elzanne Odendaal and 
Amanda Ndlovu will be calling on clients. Not only do we have a new team, 
but they can be found at a new address in a new building too! 

DETTOL TV ADVERT

It’s a wrap for the Dettol TV advert which didn’t feature any of our staff, 
but instead, if you look carefully, features lab equipment we loaned to 
Foghound Studios for the shoot. 

Back row: Joanne, Elzanne, Gayton Front row: Radhika, Amanda (L- R)


